FOREWORD
Dear friends,
We are glad to present to you our new catalogue of travel
books. For more than a year we’ve been collecting and putting together
rare and important items on Russian exploration.
In this catalogue we are focusing on the voyages to:
• Alaska (#1-6)
• Hawaii (#1-2, #16-17)
• Pacific (#3, #16-17, #21-24)
• Siberia (#26-28)
• Arctic (#9-13)
• California (#14)
• China (#14-16)
• Japan & Kuril Islands (#18)
• Russian Far East (#7-8, #19, #25)
• North America (#20).
The highlights include the extremely rare first edition of
Lisiansky’s account – the first Russian to circumnavigate the globe
who played an important role in history of Alaska, visited Hawaii and
discovered Lisiansky Island in the Hawaiian Chain. This work of historic
significance last appeared at auction in 1946.
Among other first-hand accounts are the travels of Gavrila
Sarychev to Alaska (1802), Belyavsky to Arctic (1833), Vysheslavtsev to
Hawaii and Hong Kong (1867), Skalkovsky to California (1881), Rikord to
Japan (1817), Makarov through the Pacific Ocean (1895), et al. Two rare
titles are dedicated to the history of Russian and foreign shipwrecks
of the 1730s-1850s. The famous James Cook third voyage account by
Zimmerman is one of the most important travel titles of 18th century,
and the Russian edition from 1793 that you can find in our catalogue is
the only edition of Zimmerman to feature the Captain’s portrait.
All the books from the catalogue will be on display at our
stand #606 during the 50th California Antiquarian Book Fair among
other stock highlights.
Bookvica team
books@bookvica.com
+7 985 218 6937, +995 322430117
17 Agmashenebeli st., Tbilisi, Georgia 0102
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[SHIPWRECKS]

Golovnin, Vasily Mikhailovich & Duncan, Archibald
Opisanie Primechatelnykh Korablekrusheniy, v Raznye Vremena
Sluchivshikhsya. Sochineniye Gospodina Dunkena. S Angliyskogo
Perevyol i Dopolnil Primechaniyami i Poyasneniyami v Pol’zu Rossiyskikh
Moreplavateley Flota Kapitan-Komandor Golovnin. Napechatano po
Poveleniyu Gosudarstvennogo Admiralteyskogo Departamenta: v 3-h
chastyakh [i.e. Description of the Most Interesting Shipwrecks Which
have Taken Place at Various Times. A work by Mr. Duncan. Translated from
English and Supplemented with Notes and Explanations for the Use of
Russian Navigators by Fleet Captain-Commander Golovnin. Published by
the order of the State Admiralty Department: in 3 parts].
[With]: Golovnin, V.M. Opisanie Primechatelnykh Korablekrusheniy, v
Raznye Vremena Preterpennykh Rossiyskimi Moreplavatelyami. Sobrany,
Privedeny v Poryadok i Popolneny Primechaniyami i Poyasneniyami Flota
Kapitan-Komandorom Golovninym. Chast’ 4, sluzhashchaya Prodolzheniyem
k Opisaniyu Primechatelnykh Korablekrusheniy g. Dunkena. Napechatano
po Poveleniyu Gosudarstvennogo Admiralteyskogo Departamenta [i.e.
Description of the Most Interesting Shipwrecks Suffered at Various Times
by Russian Navigators. Collected, Organized and Supplemented with Notes
and Explanations by Fleet Captain-Commander Golovnin. Part 4, Serving as
the Continuation to the Description of the Most Interesting Shipwrecks by
Mr. Duncan. Published by the order of the State Admiralty Department]. St.
Petersburg: Typ. of N. Grech, 1853. 2nd edition. xvi, 164; [4], 159; [4], 160;
[6], 162 pp. 23x16 cm. Contemporary half leather, spine with gilt lettered
title. 19th century owner’s ink stamps on the first free endpaper, title
page and in text, ink inscription on the first pastedown. Spine neatly
recased, paper slightly age toned, otherwise a very good copy.
Very Rare Russian imprint with only two paper copies found in
Worldcat and no copies found of the first edition published in 1822.
First Russian edition of Archibald Duncan’s The Mariner’s
Chronicle, being a Collection of the Most Interesting Narratives of Shipwrecks,
Fires, Famines, and Other Calamities Incident to a Life of Maritime
Enterprise… (1st ed. London, 1804), translated and supplemented with
descriptions of several important Russian shipwrecks by a famous
Russian circumnavigator Vasily Golovnin (1776-1831).
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The first three parts contain just over sixty descriptions of
shipwrecks from Duncan, including loss of HMS «Porpoise» near the
coast of Queensland, Australia (1803), mutiny on the «Bounty» (1789),
loss of packet «Lady Hobart» on an island of ice in the Atlantic Ocean
(1803), loss of HMS «Pandora» on the outer edge of the Great Barrier
Reef (1791), loss of HMS Providence during William Broughton’s
expedition to the North Pacific (1797), voyage of the crew of the
wrecked whaler «Chesterfield» from New Guinea to the Timor Island;
hardships endured by four Russian sailors left on a small island east of
Spitsbergen (1743), wreck of the «Grosvenor» near the South African
coast (1782), and others. The last part contains descriptions of thirteen
Russian shipwrecks which took place in 1771-1818; the text is based
on the original logbooks, and period travel accounts published as books
or articles in magazines. Very important is the account of the incident
with the ship «Neva» under command of Yury Lisiansky during the first
Russian circumnavigation. On the 15-16th of October 1805 the ship
«got stuck on a coral reef in the Northern Great Ocean», which was later
named the Neva Shoal, and the small island next to it - the Lisiansky
Island (one of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands). The description
is based on Lisiansky’s account of the expedition (Puteshestvie vokrug
Sveta v 1803, 4, 5 i 1806 godakh, po poveleniyu Ego Imperatorskago
Velichestva Alexandra Pervago, na korable Neve… SPb., 1812) and
«Neva’s» handwritten logbook. Golovnin describes the circumstances
of the wreck and the actions of the crew to take «Neva» off the reef,
and comments on the efficiency of those actions and the wisdom of
Lisiansky; brief note is given about the location of the Lisiansky Island.
Other essays describe the wrecks of «Neva» near Cape
Edgecumbe while on service of the Russian-American Company (Alaska,
1813); Russian American Company’s ship «St. Nicholas» under command
of navigator Bulygin near the Destruction Island (off the Washington
Coast, 1808); «Prince Gustav» under the flag of rear Admiral Kartsov
near the Norwegian shore (1798); naval brig «Dispatch» under CaptainLieutenant Kaslivtsov near Rügen Island (Baltic Sea, 1805); corvette
«Flora» under command of Captain-Lieutenant Kologrivov in the
Mediterranean Sea (1807); frigate «Pollux» under command of CaptainLieutenant Trotskevich in the Baltic Sea (1809); «Tolskaya Mother of
God» in the Black Sea (1804); naval brig «Falk» in the Baltic Sea (1818);
naval ship near the Swedish shore (1771); frigate «Hero» in a Baltic
port (1808); frigate «Argus» in the Baltic Sea (1808), and a disastrous
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state of «Retvisan» under command of Captain Greig near the Texel
Island (1799).
This book was first published in 1822 after the recommendation
of Russian Naval Minister Marquis de Traversay; the copy run was
600 copies, out of which 300 were presented to the author for the
distribution. The Description of the Most Interesting Shipwrecks became
mandatory for the libraries of Russian naval ships, and the commanders
of the merchant ships were obliged to have it as well. Despite the
obvious success Golovnin ran into problems with many influential
naval officers and statesmen in Russia, including Admiral Alexander
Shishkov (1754-1841), a member of the State Admiralty Department,
ex-Secretary of State and a future Minister of Education. Shishkov
found that Golovnin’s book contained «too much satire about fleet
officials» (meaning the public discussion of shipwrecks which several
high ranking naval officers were blamed for), and although he couldn’t
prohibit its publication, Golovnin was forced to resign his position as
the assistant director of the Naval Cadet Corps in Saint Petersburg, and
was refused a medal from the Russian Academy headed by Shishkov (a
research center for Russian language and Russian literature), initially
issued for his Notes about Captivity in Japan. It was only over twenty years
after Golovnin’s death that the second edition of his «Description…»
was published.
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[ F I R S T R U S S I A N C I R C U M N AV I G AT I O N ]

Lisiansky, Yuri. Puteshestvie vokrug Sveta v 1803, 4, 5 i 1806 godakh, po
poveleniyu Ego Imperatorskago Velichestva Alexandra Pervago, na korable
Neve, pod Nachalstvom Flota Kapitan-Leytenanta, nyne Kapitana I-go
Ranga i Kavalera Yuriya Lisyanskogo [i.e. Voyage Round the World in the
Years 1803, 1804, 1805 and 1806 Performed by the Order of His Imperial
Majesty Alexander the First, Emperor of Russia in the ship Neva, under
Command of Captain-Lieutenant of the Fleet, Now Captain of the 1st Rank
and Chevalier Yury Lisiansky]. St. Petersburg: Typ. Of F. Drekhsler, 1812.
In 2 vols. [6], ix, 246, iii, [1]; [2], 335, iii, [1] pp. 20,5x13,5 cm. With a
stipple engraved frontispiece portrait of Yuri Lisiansky. Preface to vol. 1
(p. vi) signed by Lisiansky in brown ink. Contemporary straight-grained
half leather with marbled boards, spines with gilt tooled borders. With
a few very minor papers flaws of blank lower corners, most expertly
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repaired, but overall a very good original copy of this extremely rare set.
First edition. Signed by the author.
Extremely rare first edition of Yuri Lisiansky’s account of the
first Russian circumnavigation executed in 1803-1806 under command
of Adam von Krusenstern. The companion but separately published folio
atlas volume was printed at the Naval Printing Office in St. Petersburg.
The majority of copies of the few we were able to trace consist of
either the text volumes or the atlas, which would also suggest their
separate distribution. Furthermore, according to Lisiansky’s biography
and the Russian National Library, it seems that the text was privately
published and funded by Lisiansky and his wife and the atlas was
published on account of the Office of the Russian Emperor. The stipple
engraved portrait frontispiece of Lisiansky in volume one, executed by
the prominent Russian engraver Andrey Ukhtomsky (1770-1852) after a
drawing by Gerrit Yacobus Geuzendam (1771-1842) present in this copy
is often absent as it isn’t present the Russian National Library copy and
both Forbes and Lada-Mocarski don’t mention the portrait frontispiece
in the first text volume but instead incorrectly call for it in the folio
atlas which Forbes also notes is lacking the portrait in the copy he
examined.
In the preface Lisiansky notes that due to frequent storms
and unexpected circumstances his ship Neva had to be parted with
Krusenstern’s ship Nadezhda many times, and not only did he have
to perform a separate voyage, but also had «to observe and describe
places which Krusenstern had no chance to visit», and this edition was
published for «the respected readers» to have «the full account of the
voyage».
The first volume starts with the «list of the Officials and
Naval Servants of the ship Neva» and describes the voyage from St.
Petersburg to the Atlantic Ocean, Brazil (Santa Catarina Island), around
Cape Horn to the Easter Island and further to the Marquesas and Hawaii.
Six chapters out of ten are dedicated to Neva’s voyage in the Pacific.
Easter Island was visited on 17-21 April 1804; Lisiansky describes its
relief, shores and bays (giving advice on navigation around the island),
famous statues, natives and their dwellings, handcrafts, and costumes,
notes about communication with the natives, etc. The Marquesas were
visited on 7-17 May; Neva reunited with Nadezhda in the Taiohae Bay
(Nuku Hiva), where the local king and queen visited the ship, Lisiansky
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visited the king’s hut, home of an Englishman Roberts who lived there,
local cemetery; the king was treated with pancakes, honey and port
wine; 15 May – Krusenstern and Lisiansky with several officers visited
nearby Hakaui Bay where they found a wonderful anchorage and a
small river which Lisiansky called Nevka (after an arm of the Neva River
in Saint Petersburg). Separate chapter outlines geographical location
of the main Marquesas Islands (southern Fatu Hiva, Moho Tani, Tahuata,
Hiva Oa, and northern Ua Pou, Ua Huka, Nuku Hiva, Eiao), and gives
a detailed description of Nuku Hiva: coast, relief, anchorages, advice
on navigation, local kings, wars, burials, wedding ceremonies, human
sacrifice, explanation of taboo, appearance and beauty of locals, tattoos,
costumes, signs of cannibalism, war tactics, weapons; special division
describes about twenty local trees and plants. There is also a dictionary
of the Nuku-Hivan language (pp. 152-159), including expressions like:
«Don’t touch, the cannon will kill you», «He is a thief», «Have you stolen
anything?», «Do you want to sleep on the ship?», «Do you eat your
enemies?» and others.
The Hawaiian Islands were visited on 8-20 June, 1804. Two
days after the Hawaii Island had been sighted, Nadezhda left for
Kamchatka (on the 10th of June), and Krusenstern didn’t land on the
islands. 11-16 June Neva visited Kealakekua Bay where Captain Cook
had been killed in 1779, bought provisions from the islanders, went
to the village where the chief showed them holes on the trees from
British cannon balls fired after the death of Captain Cook, looked at the
royal palace, main temple and talked to the local priest, later visited the
place of death of Captain Cook and saw «the stone where this immortal
man fell, and soon after we saw the mountain where according to the
locals his body was burned». After returning to the ship Lisiansky found
there two Americans who told him about the Sitka massacre which had
happened the previous year. 19 June – visited Waimea Bay (Kauai) and
talked to the local king who was in the state of war with Kamehameha
I. Separate chapter describes the Hawaiian Islands, especially the Big
(Hawaii) Island: local kings and laws, barbaric customs, the meaning
of the taboo, armed and naval forces of king Kamehameha, Hawaiian
calendar and holidays, temples, human sacrifice, funerals, appearance
of the Hawaiians, their costumes, list of prices paid for the provisions,
and others. Separate chapter is dedicated to the reign of Kamehameha,
talking about history of his ascension to the throne, and wars with other
chiefs; Lisiansky also talks about the volcanic activity of the islands,
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local agriculture, and domestic animals; concise dictionary of the
language of the inhabitants of the Sandwich Islands, includes phrases:
«Do you have pigs?», «Eat shit» (noted as «Common curse of Sandwich
Islanders»), and others.
Five chapters of the second volume are dedicated to Neva’s
voyage in Russian America, including «Brief dictionary of the languages
of the north-west coast of America with Russian translation» (the
largest of all dictionaries prepared for the book, with about 500
words and expressions, and their translations into languages of Sitka
and Unalaska). Lisiansky gives a detailed description of the Battle of
Sitka (October 1804), voyages around the Kodiak Island and wintering
there. Last three chapters describe the return travel to St. Petersburg
via Canton, Sunda Strait and Cape of Good Hope, and the discovery
of the Lisianski Island (Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, ca. 1,600 km
northwest of Honolulu). «The island is named after Yuri Feodorovich
Lisyansky, an officer in the Imperial Russian Navy. Lisianski was the
commanding officer of the Russian-American Company’s merchant
sloop Neva, which was on an exploration mission as part of the first
Russian circumnavigation of the world when she ran aground on the
island in 1805» (Wikipedia).
The second Russian edition with annotations was published
only in 1947. The first English edition translated by the author was
published in 1814. «A companion account to the Kruzenshtern narrative
of the first Russian circumnavigation. The Neva and Nadezhda left
Kronstadt and remained together until their stop at Hawaii in 1804, at
which point Lisianskii proceeded directly to Kodiak, where he confirmed
reports of the destruction of the settlement at Sitka by Kolosh Indians.
Lisianskii sailed into Baranov, repulsed the Indians, and took possession
of a new hill, which he named New Archangel. He spent more than a
year at both Sitka and Kodiak, and the text proves him to have been
a keen observer. His account of the Marquesas differs from that of
Kruzenshtern <…>. The Neva arrived at Hawaii June 8 and departed
June 20, 1804, and .., includes visits to Kealakekua Bay and to Waimea,
Kauai <…>» (Forbes 443).
«Lisianskii, commanding the Neva, participated in the first
Russian circumnavigation of the globe under Kruzenstern. While
Kruzenstern (on his ship Nadezhda) spent most of the time in Kamchatka,
Lisianskii with his ship crossed to Sitka and played an important role in
Baranov’s reoccupying the original Russian fort and settlement there,
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which had been overrun by Koloshes who massacred all the Russians.
This is a very important and rare work on the history of Alaska in general
and Sitka in particular» (Lada-Mocarski 68).
«Lisianskii, deputy commander of Kruzenshtern’s expedition
around the world, received word of the massacre at Sitka upon reaching
Kodiak in 1804. The Kolosh Indians had attacked the settlement of the
Russian-American Company and slaughtered almost the entire garrison.
Lisianskii laid siege to the Kolosh stronghold and ultimately drove
the Indians into the back country. Lisianskii, commanding the Neva,
followed a different route from Kruzenshtern, in the Nadezhda, the two
ships separating at the Hawaiian Islands. He called at Easter Island and
the Marquesas, and discovered Lisianski Island in the Hawaiian Chain.
Appended are vocabularies of the language of Nuku Hiva, the Hawaiian
Islands, the Islands of Kodiak and Unalaska, the Bay of Kenai, and Sitka
Sound» (Hill 1026 (English Edition)).
«Highly important work on Sitka, Kodiak and other parts of the
northwest coast» (Howes L372).
«Ranks in value with Cook and Vancouver as a contribution
to geographical knowledge on the N. W. Coast, Sandwich Islands, etc.»
(Wright Howes 56-259).
«Most important work dealing with discoveries on the N.W.
Coast of America. The author was a captain in the Russian navy and
commander of the ‘Neva’. He visited Kodiak and Sitka, wintering at the
former island, and his long stay there gave him ample time and scope
for a study of the native inhabitants and their habits and customs.
The long chart shows the track of the voyage, and there are charts of
the Washington Islands, Cadiack, and the Harbor of St. Paul, the coast
from Bering’s Bay to Sea Otter Bay, Sitka or Norfolk Sound, etc.; with
colored views of the Harbor of St. Paul in the Island of Cadiack and New
Archangel in Norfolk Sound. There are also plates of Indian implements,
etc. The work is important also as the principal source for the Sitka
Massacre» (Soliday 873).
Forbes 428 and 443 (English Edition). Sabin 41416. Smith 2255.
Wickersham 6260 (incorrectly described). Howgego 1800 to 1850, K23, L36.
Arctic Bibliography, vol. 2, no. 10208 (doesn’t describe or mention the atlas
which belongs to this work). Obolyaninov 1493. Svodny Katalog 18011825, # 4550. Mezhdunarodnaya Kniga, Catalogue #32 «Geography and
Travels», # 351.
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[LUETKE BIOGRAPHY]

Bezobrazov, V.P. Graf Fedor Petrovich Litke. [Biografiya]. I. 1797-1832 [i.e.
Count Fedor Petrovich Luetke: A Biography. I. 1797-1832]. St. Petersburg:
Imperial Academy of Sciences, 1888. Part 1 all published. 25x17,5
cm. [4], lxvi, [1], iv, 239 pp. With three photo type portraits of Luetke.
Contemporary half sheep with decorative cloth boards, rebacked in style,
spine with gilt lettered title and gilt tooled ornaments. Private libraries’
ink stamps on the first free endpaper, owner’s notes in Russian on the
next blank leaf, Soviet bookshops’ stamps on verso of the last page
and last pastedown endpaper. Binding slightly rubbed on extremities,
corners slightly bumped, otherwise a very good uncut copy.
First and only edition. Very rare Russian imprint, separately
published as a supplement to the Proceedings of the Imperial Academy of
Sciences, with only eight paper copies found in Worldcat.
First biography of the prominent Russian navigator, geographer
and Arctic explorer Fyodor Petrovich Litke (Friedrich Litke, 1797-1882),
written by his friend and colleague Vladimir Bezobrazov, Russian
economist and statesman. As follows from the preface, Bezobrazov was
Litke’s close friend and colleague for 26 years – they both were members
of the Russian Academy of Sciences (with Litke being its president in
1864-82), members of the Russian Geographical Society (Litke was its
vice-president in 1857-1873), and members of the State Council of the
Russian Empire (Litke since 1855, Bezobrazov since 1885). Most of the
book is occupied with Litke’s autobiography, previously deposited in the
family archive which was presented by Litke’s sons to the State Archive
of the Russian Empire after his death. The autobiography embraces the
early period of Litke’s life up to 1832 when he became the personal
teacher of Grand Duke of Russia Konstantin Nikolaevich (1827-1892);
and covers all his travels (four travels to Novaya Zemlya in 1821-24
and his circumnavigation of 1826-29). Very interesting are Bezobrazov’s
notes to the part of the autobiography dealing with Litke’s travels, with
the description of the main publications of the expeditions’ materials.
The book also contains the text of the speech about
Litke’s scientific achievements read by O. Struve, during the
special session of the Imperial Academy of Sciences on the 29th of
December 1882; A Memoir about Scientific Achievements of Count
Lütke (a speech given by F. Veselago during the annual meeting
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of the Russian Geographical Society on the 26th of January 1883);
Litke’s notes about Admiral Nelson and the WSwiss expedition of Count
Alexander Suvorov (1799); and three interesting Litke’s essays on
maritime topics («Life of a mariner», «Dangers at Sea» and «Progress of
navigation»). The essays being published for the first time were written
in French and were intended for reading in a private club of scientists
which included both members of the Academy and other scientists. The
book is supplemented with three portraits of Litke: showing him at a
young age (by an unknown artist), a portrait by Sergey Zaryanko made
in 1855, and a photo portrait by Russian court photographer Sergey
Levitsky made in Litke’s later years.
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[ E A R LY S I T K A V I E W ]

[Tebenkov, Mikhail Dmitrievich]. [Lithograph Titled:] Novo Arkhangelsk.
Na Severozapadnom Beregu Ameriki [i.e. New Archangel. On the NorthWest Coast of America]. [St. Petersburg]: Lith. of Prokhorov, 1851.
Lithograph 23x33,5 cm mounted on the original mount leaf 24,5x35
cm, with lithographed title and date on the lower margin of the album
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leaf. Three flattened creases on the upper margin of the lithograph, the
album leaf with cut margins, strengthened with paper on verso, but
otherwise a very good copy of this rare print.
Historically important view of New Archangel from a very rare
«outstanding» (Lada-Mocarski) Atlas of the Northwest shores of America
from Bering Strait to Cape Corrientes and of the Aleutian Islands… (St.
Petersburg, 1852) compiled by Mikhail Tebenkov, an excellent Russian
naval officer and surveyor, who was the governor of Russian America
and the Chief Administrator of the Russian American-Company in
1845-1850. The view is very rare and is not present in all copies of the
atlas which usually contains 40 maps: «A few copies of the Atlas have
inserted, at the end, a lithographic view of the Port and City of New
Archangel (Sitka), dated 1851» (Lada-Mocarski, 137). The lithograph
shows the panorama of Sitka harbour with the Governor’s residence
on the right (the flag of the Russian-American company waving above),
churches and administrative buildings scattered along the shore, four
Russian naval ships in the harbor, and the forest and snow covered hills
of the Baranof Island in the background.
The Tebenkov atlas «is an outstanding and painstaking work by
a naval officer and hydrographer who spent 25 years in Alaska and the
North Pacific, reaching the highest position in the Russian-American
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colonies, that of Chief Administrator. During this time he used every
opportunity of his own travels in this sea and land space to collect
the necessary data; he also instructed his subordinates to do likewise»
(Lada-Mocarski, 137).
Bibliography (about the Atlas in general): Wickersham 5921, Arctic
Bibliography 26641; Phillips, vol. 1, no. 1229.
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[ A L A S K A N M I S S I O N A RY ]

Barsukov, I.P. Innokentii, Mitropolit Moskovsky i Kolomensky po Yego
Sochineniyam, Pismam i Rasskazam Sovremennikov [i.e. Innocent,
Metropolitan of Moscow and Kolomna, His Works, Letters and Stories of Him
by His Contemporaries]. Moscow: Typ. of the Holy Synod, 1883. viii, 769,
14, xvi, [1] pp. 26,5x18,5 cm. With a lithographed portrait frontispiece
and four lithographed plates. Period style quarter morocco, spine with
raised bands and gilt lettered title. Period pencil markings and mild
foxing of the text, otherwise a very good copy.
First and only edition. First fundamental authoritative
biography of Saint Innocent of Alaska (Saint Innocent Metropolitan
of Moscow, born Ivan Veniaminov, 1797-1879) - a prominent Russian
Orthodox missionary and enlightener of Alaska, «remarkable Russian
cleric» (Lada-Mocarski, 111), the first Orthodox bishop and archbishop
in the Americas. The biography was published just four years after his
death by Russian historian and bibliographer Ivan Barsukov, and is
mentioned in Lada-Mocarski (see below).
Barsukov gives a detailed story of St. Innocent’s life, work and
travels in Russian America and Eastern Siberia, characterizes and quotes
numerous reviews on his works, and includes valuable information on
the history of the Russian-American Company and Russian Orthodox
Church in Alaska. The biography is based on a wide range of original
sources, including official correspondence between St. Innocent and
Russian church officials (Mikhail, the Bishop of Irkutsk; Holy Synod
and the Administration of the Russian-American Company), private
correspondence to and from his family and Russian nobility (Admiral
V.S. Zavoiko, the head of the Holy Synod count Protasov, countess
Sheremetyeva, and others); recollections of his contemporaries
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(daughter, E.I. Petelina, priest A. Sulotsky); St. Innocent’s published works
(i.e. The State of the Orthodox Church in Russian America; Notes on the
Islands of the District of Unalaska; Notes of Kolosh and Kadiak Languages);
other works on Russian America (Tikhmenev «Historical Overview of
the Formation of the Russian-American Company…», 1861); articles
from contemporary periodicals (Irkutskiye Yeparkhialnye Vedomosti
(i.e. News of the Irkutsk Diocese, 1879-1882), Dukhovnaya Beseda (i.e.
Spiritual Conversation, 1863); Moskovskiye Univ. Izvestiya (i.e. News of
Moscow University, 1868), Russian Archive (1881), and others).
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The Supplements include St. Innocent’s letters to Russian
writer, traveler and statesman Avraam Norov (1795-1869) written from
New Archangel - those were some his first letters as the Bishop of
Kamchatka, the Kuril and Aleutian Islands; there is also a speech given
by Bishop Amvrosy of Dmitrov during St. Innocent’s burial in Moscow,
5 April 1879. The illustrations include two portraits of St. Innocent, a
view titled «A Pleasant Recollection of a church service performed by
Innocent, Bishop of Kamchatka and the Aleutian Islands in the Palovo
Channel of the Amur River in August 1858, in the presence of the officers
and crew of steamboat ‘Vostok’, under command of Captain-Lieutenant
Baron Schlippenbaсh» (after the original drawing by A. Kondyrev), and
two leaves of facsimile of St. Innocent’s letters (to his children and
baroness Elizaveta Dohler).
«The author’s full name was Ivan Evseevich Popov-Veniaminov.
The son of a sexton in a Siberian village, after the usual theological
studies and intermediate churchly positions, he was ordained a priest
in 1821 and two years later decided to become a missionary and spread
the Gospel among the Aleutian natives. His first post was at Unalaska,
where he built a church. In the course of some 30 years of devout and
enlightened missionary work throughout the Aleutian and Kuril Islands,
as well as in Kamchatka, he started schools, vaccinated the natives
against smallpox, translated Russian liturgical books into native
languages, etc. In 1857 (by then Archbishop of Kamchatka, the Kuriles
and the Aleutian Islands), Veniaminov was called to St. Petersburg and in
1868 was mage Metropolitan of Moscow under the name of Innokentii.
For a more complete biography of this remarkable man, see the 24page The Life and Work of Innocent, the Archbishop of Kamchatka (San
Francisco, 1897), which is based on a voluminous work (in Russian) by
I.P. Barsukov entitled Innokentii, Mitropolit Moskovskii (Moscow, 1883)»
(Lada-Mocarski, 107).
Ivan Veniaminov went to Unalaska as a missionary priest in
1824 and spent there ten years. He «transliterated Unangan, the Fox
Island dialect, into Cyrillic characters and with the help of Ivan Pankov
translated the St. Matthew’s Gospel, as well as many prayers and hymns.
The work was continued at a later date by Father Ilya Tyzhnov, who
produced the first and only printed part of the Holy Scripture in the
variant of Aleut spoken on Kodiak Island». He served in Sitka in 183438 where he built a school for Tlingit children and composed textbooks
for it. In 1840 he went to St. Petersburg and Moscow where he took
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monastic vows and was subsequently nominated bishop of Kamchatka,
the Kuril and Aleutian Islands. In May 1842 «he set off on a tour of
his diocese, visiting Unalaska, Atka, Unga, Pribilof, Bering and the
Spruce Islands, <…> Kamchatka and Okhotsk». In the 1840-1850s he
made another three voyages around his diocese, in 1853 he took up
permanent residence in Yakutsk; later he travelled across Eastern
Siberia and the Far East to Blagoveshchensk, the Amur and Ussuri
Rivers, and Kamchatka. <…> On 6 October 1977, by a decision of the
patriarch of Moscow and All Russia and the Holy Synod of the Russian
Orthodox Church, acting on the official request from the Holy Synod
of the Orthodox church in America, Veniaminov, Bishop Innocent,
was numbered among the saints» (after Howgego, 1800 to 1850, V4).
Ivan Platonovich Barsukov was a member of a noted family of
Russian historians and bibliographers, known for his works on the
history of the Russian church, Eastern Siberia, the Far East,
Kamchatka, the Aleutian Islands and Alaska. After the biography of St.
Innocent Barsukov published his collected works in 3 vols. (Tvoreniya
Innokentiya, Mitropolita Moskovskogo i Kolomenskogo, M., 1886-88) and
letters, also in 3 vols. (Pisma Innokentiya, Mitropolita Moskovskogo..., M.,
1897-1901); biographies of Count Nikolay Nikolayevich MuravyovAmursky (M., 1891, 2 vols.), and Dionisy, Bishop of Yakutsk (SPb., 1902).
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[UNALASKA IN 1780S]

Sarychev, G.A. Puteshestvie Flota Kapitana Sarycheva po Severovostochnoi
Chasti Sibiri, Ledovitomu Moriu i Vostochnomu Okeanu, v Prodolzheniye
Os’mi Let, pri Geogra icheskoi i Astronomicheskoi Morskoi Ekspeditsii,
byvshey pod Nachalstvom Flota Kapitana Billingsa, s 1785 po 1793
god. Chast’ I... Chast’ II. [i.e. Voyage of Fleet Captain Sarychev Across the
Northeastern Part of Siberia, the Icy Sea and the Eastern Ocean, for Eight
Years, during the Geographical and Astronomical Maritime Expedition
under the Command of Fleet Captain Billings, from 1785 to 1793. Part
I… Part II]. St. Petersburg: Typ. of Johann Carl Schnoor, 1802. Two parts
bound together. [8], xii, 187, [5], [2]; [4], 192, [2] pp. 25x20 cm. With
a copper engraved vignette on the title page and a folding table.
Period style full leather, gilt tooled borders on both boards and the
spine; gilt lettered title label on the spine; new endpapers; all edges
speckled.
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Owner’s ink stamp on the half title; errata page of part II with minor
tears neatly restored, otherwise a very good copy.
First edition. Text volume of the rare official Russian account
of Joseph Billings’ expedition to the Northeast coast of Siberia, Bering
Strait, the Aleutian Islands and Alaska in 1785-1794. The goal of the
expedition was to survey and map the coast of the Arctic Ocean from
the Kolyma River mouth to the Bering Strait (the task which hadn’t
been accomplished by the Great Northern Expedition) and to ascertain
the possibility of a passage to the Pacific Ocean along the Arctic coast
of Siberia (Northeast Passage), to find out if there was a land north of
the Medvezhyi [Bear] Islands in the East-Siberian Sea, and to survey the
ocean area between the shores of Siberia and Alaska.
Sarychev was one of Billings’ chief assistants (together with
Robert Hall) and made the main contribution to the expedition’s results
in terms of discovery and survey. In the winter of 1785-87 he surveyed
and mapped several mountain ranges in Yakutia (Suntar-Khayata,
Moma, Chersky and Verkhoyansky ranges, Nerskoye plateau and others),
supervised the construction of four of five expedition vessels - ‘Yasashna’
and ‘Pallas’ (for the exploration of the Arctic Siberian coast from the
mouth of the Kolyma River); and ‘Slava Rossii’ and ‘Dobroye Namereniye’
(for the exploration of the North Pacific Ocean from Okhotsk). During
the short navigation along the Arctic Siberian coast in the summer of
1787 on ‘Yasashna’ and ‘Pallas’ (the ships couldn’t proceed far due to the
pack ice), Sarychev ascertained that the coast line was in fact 2 degrees
to the south from the line shown on the contemporary maps, surveyed
sea depths and ice; at the Bolshoy Baranov Cape (east of the Kolyma
River mouth) he made the first ever Arctic archaeological excavations.
In 1789 together with Captain Fomin he described the whole western
coast of the Sea of Okhotsk. In September 1789 together with Billings
he discovered the St. Jonas’ Island in the Sea of Okhotsk, in summer
1790 on board the ‘Slava Rossii’ Sarychev visited and described
Andreanof, Fox, Shumagin, and Semidi Islands of the Aleutian chain,
Kodiak Island and the Chugatsky Bay (Prince William Sound) on the
Alaskan mainland from the Kenai Peninsula to the mouth of the Copper
River. In 1791 he mapped the Commander Islands, Pribilof Islands, St.
Matthew and St. Lawrence Islands, discovered the Hall Island (Bering
Sea), and surveyed the Alaskan shore near Cape Rodney. The same year
Sarychev’s subordinate, sergeant of geodezy Khudiakov discovered
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a group of small islands off the north shore of the Alaska Peninsula
which were later named Kudiakof Islands after him (Glenn, Operl and
Neumann Islands). In August 1791 Billings landed with a small party in
St. Lawrence Bay and proceeded across the Chukotka Peninsula to the
Nizhnekolymsk. Sarychev returned to Unalaska and in February 1792
and surveyed and mapped it; many of the geographical names given
by Sarychev are still on the Unalaska’s modern maps (Captains Bay and
others).
The account of Sarychev’s eight-year travel was published in
1802 which made him the first Russian writer of the maritime genre.
The first part is occupied with a detailed description of the expedition’s
travels in 1787-90 across Yakutia, navigation up the Kolyma River and
in the Arctic Ocean, voyage to and wintering in Kamchatka. The second
part is dedicated to the 1790-92 travels to the Aleutian Islands, Alaska
and the Bering Strait. The account is especially valuable because of
its extensive description of Unalaska and other Aleutian Islands, and
important original notes on the Aleuts, Inuit of Alaska and Siberian Asia,
Kamchadals, Chikchi, and Yakuts; the account contains the results of
meteorological, hydrological and astronomical observations, notes on
the nature of Eastern Siberia, Kamchatka, Alaska and the islands of the
Bering Sea. Sarychev was the first one to presume that the Aleutian and
Commodore Islands were parts of the same chain; he also suggested
that there was an island north of the Chukotka Peninsula (Wrangel
Island, to be officially discovered only in 1867 by Thomas Long). The
book was translated into German (1805), English (1806), and Dutch
(1808).
Lada-Mocarski clearly valued the quality of Sarychev’s account
of the expedition more than that of Martin Sauer’s (An account of a
geographical and astronomical expedition to the northern parts
of Russia… London, 1802): «Martin Sauer was Secretary to Billings’
expedition and, as stated on the t.p., his narrative was composed from
the original, presumably official papers. In view of Mortimer’s remarks
regarding Billings’ ineptitude (in Observations; no. 48), which must have
influenced at least some of his decisions and thinking, one is inclined to
rely heavily on Captain Sarychev’s narrative of this voyage <…> [Sauer]
was very complimentary of Sarychev» (Lada-Mocarski about Sauer’s
account, no. 58).
The engraved vignette on the title page represents two sailing
ships in the icy sea. «Between the pp. 174 and 175 in Part I there is a
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large folding table giving the number of inhabitants on Fox and
Andreanov Islands, as well as the size and the kind of fur tribute levied
by the Russians on these inhabitants in 1791» (Lada-Mocarski, 57).
In 1811 in addition to his account Sarychev published in
St. Petersburg a detailed description of Billings’ travel across the
Chukotka peninsula in August 1791 – February 1792, and the voyage
of Captain Robert Hall on the ship «Cherny Orel» (Black Eagle) to
Unalaska and Bering Strait in May-September 1791; as both voyages
received only short overviews in Sauer’s account (Puteshestvie
Kapitana Billingsa chrez Chukotskuyu Zemliu ot Beringova Proliva do
Nizhnekolymskago Ostroga i Plavanie Kapitana Galla na Sudne Chernom
Orle po Severovostochnomu Okeanu v 1791 godu, St. Petersburg, 1811).
«This is one of the fundamental and very rare early books
on the Aleutian Islands and particularly on Unalaska, the description
of which will be found to occupy practically all of part II. The results
of Captain Sarychev’s observations and measurements are embodied
in several maps of the atlas accompanying the description of the
voyage – which lasted eight years – and in masterful engravings of
views of natives and of their habitations and ceremonies. See also
no. 58 Sauer’s account of the same expedition, which have some
information not included in Sarychev’s work. It is in English. On the
whole, Sarychev’s relations is to be preferred, primarily because
of a much greater number of maps and plates.» (Lada-Mocarski).
Sarychev «…published the most complete and reliable
charts of the Aleutian Islands, a work upon which, as far as the
territory included in Sarychef’s own observations is concerned, even
Tebenkof could make few if any improvements. Their reliability
stands acknowledged to the present day. But few corrections
have been made in his special charts of harbors by modern
surveys…» (Bancroft, History of Alaska. San Francisco, 1886, p. 297).
«In 1785, at the suggestion of William Coxe, the historian,
Billings was appointed by Catherine II to lead an expedition to the
Chukotsky peninsula in northeastern Siberia, with the objective of filling
the gap in the maps left by the Great Northern Expedition. Billings left
St. Petersburg in 1785, accompanied by Martin Sauer (his historian and
secretary) and Carl Heinrich Merck (a naturalist), and was in Okhotsk
by July 1786. <…> The section of the coast to the east of the Kolyma
River was assigned to Gavril A. Sarychev who failed to make progress
due to pack ice. <…> In 1790 a second expedition, with the ship Slava
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Rossii and with an escorting craft, the Chernui Orel under Sarychev took
Billings to the Aleutian Islands, and as far as Mount Elias on the coast
of Alaska. At Unalaska, in June 1790, Sauer declared that the native
inhabitants, with their Stone Age culture, were far superior to the toadies
who made up the court circles at St. Petersburg and who had no culture
at all. Sarychev investigated the Aleutians and the southern coast of
Alaska, visiting Unalaska in June 1790, and Schugatskikh Bay (= Prince
William Sound) in July. In the summer of 1790, Billings and a party of
seven, including the naturalist Merck, reached Lavrentiya Bay. Unable to
round the East Cape, he travelled westward overland to Nizhnekolymsk.
The expedition returned in 1793» (Howgego, To 1800, B96).
Lada-Mocarski 67; Howes S 115; Cox, vol, 1 p. 353; Wickersham
6128 (incorrectly described); Mezhov 14161; Obolyaninov 2406.
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[AMUR RIVER]

Amur i Ussuriysky Krai. (Kak Russiye Zavladeli Novym Krayem. Zemlya i Zhiteli.
Okhota i Drugiye Promysly. Goroda i Porty. Russkiye Pereselentsy). Izdaniye
Komiteta Gramotnosti Moskovskogo Obshchestva Selskogo Khozyaystva.
K Dvadtsatipyatiletiyu Prisoyedineniya Amurskogo i Ussuriyskogo Kraya
[i.e. Amur River and Ussuri Province. (How Russians Took Possession of
the New Region. Land and its Inhabitants. Hunting and other Occupations.
Cities and Ports. Russian Settlers.) Edition of the Literacy Committee of the
Moscow Society of Agriculture. To the 25th Anniversary of the Annexation
of the Amur and Ussuri Region]. Moscow: I.D. Sytin, 1888. 144 pp. 21x15
cm. With two maps (one double-page), two lithographed portraits
and ten illustrations on nine plates. Contemporary half sheep with
marbled boards, rebacked, spine with gilt lettered title, both pages of
the original publisher’s wrappers bound in. Front wrapper backed with
paper, occasional pencil markings in text, Soviet bookshops’ stamps on
verso of the last free endpaper, but overall a very good copy.
First and only edition. Popular illustrated description of
the Amur and Ussuri province of the Russian Empire, published to
commemorate 25 years after its annexation by Russia. «What this
region is like, what the life of the local settlers is like, and what we have
managed to achieve there – it is interesting to know for each Russian
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person. The following book is addressed to everyone willing to get
to know about it in captivating sketches». Among the topics covered
are the history of Russian exploration in the Far East, missionary
activity of Saint Innocent (1797-1879, the Bishop of Kamchatka,
the Kuril and Aleutian Islands in 1840-1867) on the Amur River,
geography of the Amur and Ussuri Rivers, main cities and ports,
gold deposits and mines, plants and animals, local people, Russian
Cossacks and settlers, et al. The book is illustrated with maps of
Siberia and the Amur and Ussuri Regions (double-page), portraits
of Count Nikolay Muravyov-Amursky (1809-1881) who played the
major role in the annexation of the region, and Saint Innocent;
plates show Amur River from the Chinese shore, and near the
Bureya
Mountains
(Khabarovsk
region),
Blagoveshchensk,
Khabarovsk, portraits of local Tungus, Daur, Nanai (Goldi) people,
Amur tiger and deer, ginseng plant, and others.
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[ E A R LY V L A D I V O S T O K I M P R I N T ]

Leontovich, S.G. Kratkiy Russko-Orochencky Slovar s Grammaticheskoy
Zametkoy. Narechiye Basseina Reki Tumnin, Vpadayushchey v Tatarskiy
Proliv, Severneye Imperatorskoy Gavani [i.e. Concise Russian-Oroch
Dictionary with Grammatical Notes. A Language of the Tumnin River
Basin, Flowing into the Strait of Tartary, North of the Emperor’s Harbour].
[An offprint from: Proceedings of the Society of Research of the Amur
Region, a Branch of the Amur Department of the Imperial Russian
Geographical Society. Vol. 5, issue 2]. Vladivostok: Typ. of N.V. Remezov,
1896. 147 pp., including three folding leaves. 16,5x11,5 cm. Original
publisher’s printed wrappers. Front wrapper with minor creases on the
corners, otherwise a very good copy.
First separate edition. Very rare Russian imprint with only one
paper copy found in Worldcat. First dictionary of the language of the
small Far Eastern tribe of Orochs inhabiting the Tumnin River basin in
the modern-day Khabarovsk Krai of Russia.
The dictionary was compiled by a Captain of the Amur Military
District Headquarters, Sergey Leontovich (1862 –after 1911) during the
1894 expedition, organized «to the survey the Tumnin River Basin for
agricultural, forestry and military prospects». As the author mentioned
in the preface, the first Russian-Oroch dictionary by A. Protodiakonov
(Kazan, 1888, 48 pp.) which he used during the trip, turned out to be
entirely unhelpful, as it was «dedicated to the dialects of the Amur
River region, and didn’t contain any notes on the grammar». This fact
urged Leontovich to compile the special dictionary of the Oroch people
from the Tumnin River basin - the main area of their settlement. The
dictionary includes over 2000 words and is supplemented with the
Notes on the grammar covering pronunciation, word formation, and
main word classes; the folding leaves include tables of the forms of
verbs, nouns, and pronouns, basic numbers, and most common phrases
(«catch some fish», «feed the dogs», «we are eating a bear», «hit the
bear with a big stick», etc.).
«According to the 2010 census there were 596 Orochs in
Russia. Their language, Oroch, is on the verge of extinction» (Wikipedia).
Sergey Leontovich graduated from the Poltava military gymnasium
(1880), Alexandrovskoye military college in Moscow (1882), and Military
Academy of the General Staff in Nikolayev (1891). He served in the
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Amur Military district (1892-94), Vladikavkaz (1894-97), Ochakov fort
(1898-1900), Russian Turkestan (1900-02), and others.

09

[ANJOUX IN ARCTIC]

[Anzhu (Anjoux), P.F.] Opis’ Beregov Ledovitogo Morya, mezhdu Rek
Oleneka i Indigirki i Severnukh Ostrovov Leytenanta Anzhu in 1821, 22
and 23 gg. [i.e. Description of the Shores of the Arctic Ocean between the
Olenek and Indigirka Rivers and of the Northern Islands in 1821, 1822 and
1823] / Compiled by A. Sokolov. [St. Petersburg]: Morskaya Typ., 1849.
96 pp. 23x15 cm. With a folding copper engraved map and two plates
lithographed by E. Terentiev. Original blue publisher’s wrappers. Uncut
near fine copy in very original condition.
First and only edition. Very rare Russian imprint as no paper
copies were found in Worldcat. This work, published in a very small
print run is the first separate printing of the full description of Pyotr
Anzhu’s survey of the Siberian Arctic shore between the Olenek and
Indigirka Rivers and of the New Siberian Islands, executed as a part of
Ferdinand Wrangell’s Kolymskaya Expedition in 1820-1824. The goal of
the expedition was to «survey for the first time the far northeast coast
of Siberia,» which ended up in «filling the last gap in the map of the
Siberian coast and proving incontrovertibly that no land bridge existed
between Asia and America» (Howgego, 1800-1850, W45). Anzhu’s party
mapped a vast territory of the Arctic coast of Siberia from the Olenek
to Indigirka River, created the first precise map of the New Siberian
Islands and proved that there was no land north of them as had been
suggested by the expedition of Mathias von Hedenström (1808-11).
Anzhu’s party worked side by side with Wrangell’s party (the
latter surveyed the Arctic coast east of the mouth of the Indigirka River
up to the Kolyuchin Bay in the Chukchi Sea); at the same time the
parties acted independently and didn’t get a chance to meet each other
during the expedition. The first summarized reports of the results of the
expedition were published in 1824 in vol. 5 and 6 of the Notes Published
by the State Admiralty Department and Dedicated to Navigation, Sciences
and Literature: An extract from the notes by medical surgeon [Alexey]
Figurin [a member of Anzhu’s party], taken during the survey of the
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coast of Northeastern Siberia (vol. 5, pp. 259-328); Luetke, Friedrich.
Relation about the expeditions to the northern shores of Siberia (vol. 6,
pp. 81-119, reporting the results of the survey by both Wrangell’s and
Anjou’s parties, and illustrated with a map of the Arctic coast of Siberia).
Although the complete account of Wrangell’s travel was
subsequently published in several languages: German (1839, prepared
by G. Engelhardt), Russian (1841), English (1840 – translation of
Engelhardt’s edition), French (1843 – translation of the Russian edition),
no separate printing of Anzhu’s travels was published until the present
edition, 25 years after the end of the expedition. Shortly after his return
to Saint Petersburg Anzhu took part in the survey of the eastern shore
of the Caspian Sea and the western shore of the Aral Sea, in 1827 he
took part in the Battle of Navarino, and later served in the Russian
Navy on the Baltic Sea. A fire in his house in 1837 destroyed all his
private papers, including his diaries from the 1820-24 Arctic expedition.
This explains why the first account of Anzhu’s expedition to the Arctic
was prepared only in 1849, using sources from the Archive of the State
Hydrographical Department (official correspondence between the
Admiralty, Naval Department, Siberian Governor, Anzhu’s reports et al.),
and an interview with Pyotr Anzhu. The account was edited by noted
Russian historian of the navy Alexander Petrovich Sokolov (1816-1858)
and first appeared in Vol. VII. of the specialized Russian magazine on
maritime and naval topics Zapiski Gidrographicheskago Departamenta
Morskago Ministerstva, Izdavayemye s Visochaishago Razresheniia
[i.e. Notes of the Hydrographical Department of the Naval Ministry
Published by the Highest Permission].
The present first separate work was then published and
includes a large folding map of the Siberian Arctic coast between the
Olenek and Krestovaya Rivers, and the New Siberian Islands, based on
Anzhu’s survey and two lithographed plates which show Cape Svyatoy
Nos (eastern shore of the Laptev Sea), and the south-eastern part of the
Bolshoy Lyakhovsky Island.
In 1820 Anzhu «was commissioned to carry out a survey of the
Yana River and the New Siberian Islands (=Novosibirskiye Ostrova) with
the subject of in proving on that of Matvey Matveyevich Hedenström,
which ten years earlier had concentrated mainly on the islands’
southern coasts. Anzhu’s survey occupied three years (1821-23), during
which three consecutive surveys were carried out. Two of these crossed
the Laptev Sea and surveyed the western and northern coasts of Ostrov
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Kotelny, while a third crossed the Vostochno-Sibirskoye More,
circumnavigated Ostrov Novaya Sibir’ and passed through the channel
separating Ostrov Kotelny from Ostrov Faddeyevsky. The coast between
the Olenek and Indigirka Rivers was also charted.» (Howgego, 1800 to
1850, A13).
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[ L O M O N O S O V O N T H E N O R T H E A S T PA S S A G E ]

[Lomonosov, M.V.] Proekt Lomonosova i Ekspeditsiya Chichagova; [and:]
Kratkoe Opisanie Raznikh Puteshestvii po Severnim Moryam… [i.e.
Lomonosov’s Project and Chichagov’s Expedition; with: A Brief Description
of Various Voyages in the Northern Seas and Indication of a Possible Passage
via the Siberian Ocean to the East Indies/ Published by the Hydrographical
Department of the Naval Ministry]. St. Petersburg: Morskaya Typ., 1854.
Second enlarged edition. [4], c, 150 pp. 17,5x11 cm. Period style half
leather. Paper slightly age toned, barely visible water stain on several
leaves at rear, but overall a very good copy of this rare book.
Very rare Russian imprint with only five copies found in
Worldcat.
Special enlarged edition of Mikhail Lomonosov’s (1711-1765)
project on the exploration of the North East Passage, supplemented
with the description of two Russian expeditions to the Arctic and Pacific
Oceans which were organized on the basis of this project in 1765-66
under command of Vasily Chichagov (1726-1809). The expeditions
aimed to find the sea route to the Pacific along the Arctic coast of Siberia
and departed from Spitzbergen, but in both cases couldn’t proceed far
due to the impenetrable ice.
The book includes the text of Lomonosov’s project (discovered
and first published only in 1847), description of Chichagov’s expeditions
and several official documents related to it: Imperial decree, official
Instruction to Chichagov, correspondence between Lomonosov and
Admiralty officials, reports and resolutions by the Admiralty, as well
as later descriptions of the expedition made by Gerhard Mueller and
Adam von Krusenstern. All supporting documents were discovered
in the Admiralty archive in the 1840s. The first edition contains only
the text of Lomonosov’s project and no information about Chichagov’s
expedition.
«The second part consists of Lomonosov’s important
memorandum on the North East Passage, in which he tied Russia’s
development to the opening of new naval trade routes, and asserted
the feasibility of passage through the Arctic into to Pacific Ocean.
Lomonosov succeeded in persuading the Admiralty College to launch
two voyages under the command of Vasilii Chichagov. Both attempts
were halted by pack ice. Introduction by A. Sokolov. See: Russia Engages
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the World, p.99» (Christies).
«Lomonosov, the versatile scientist and member of the Russian
Imperial Academy of Sciences, was much interested in an attempt to find
the Northeast Passage, over the Arctic Ocean to the Pacific. The present
work has five chapters, the first entitled: History of various sea voyages,
undertaken to find the passage to East India, over the northwestern
seas. The second: History of attempts to find a sea passage to India,
from the northeastern approach, over the Arctic (‘Siberian’) Ocean. The
third: Possibility of a sea passage over the Arctic (‘Siberian’) Ocean to
East India, recognizable by natural phenomena. The fourth: Preparations
necessary for a sea voyage over the Siberian Ocean. The fifth: Project
of undertaking the northern sea route and of confirming and extending
the Russian power in the East. In Appendix One, Lomonosov suggests
the best point from which to start the expedition and the preparations
necessary for it, etc. In Appendix Two are recited the latest reports of
the Russian promyshlenniki regarding discoveries of islands belonging
to the Aleutian chain which confirmed Lomonosov in his belief of the
feasibility of his project» (Lada-Mocarski 128).
The preface to the book was written by Alexander Petrovich
Sokolov (1816-1858), a noted historian of the Russian fleet, known for
his works Bering and Chirikov (1849), Northern Expedition of 1733-1743
(1851), Chronicle of wrecks and fires on the vessels of the Russian fleet
(1854), Russian Maritime Library - the first comprehensive attempt of
Russian bibliography on naval and maritime topics (first published in
parts in the Zapiski of the Hydrographical Department, 1847-1852; first
separate edition in 1883), and others.
Lada-Mocarski 128 (about the first edition).
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[VIEWS OF RUSSIAN ARCTIC]

Belyavsky, F.I. Poyezdka k Ledovitomu Moryu [i.e. A Voyage to the Icy Sea].
Moscow: Typ. of Lazarevs’ Institute of Foreign Languages, 1833. Xv,
iii, 259 pp. 21x13,5 cm. With additional copper engraved title page
(decorated with two vignettes), four hand coloured folding lithographed
plates (including a frontispiece; two signed and dated by the artist), and
a folding copper engraved plate of snow flakes. Period style full leather
with gilt tooled ornamental borders on boards and the spine (spine
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with gilt lettering). Lithographed title page with a minor chip of lower
outer corner restored, title page with expert repair of central blank
gutter margin, on verso imprint page with a few letters affected, but
overall a very good handsome copy.
First edition. Very rare Russian imprint with only four paper
copies found in Worldcat. The book has never been translated into
other languages, the only reprint edition was published in Tyumen in
2004.
Interesting early account of the Siberian Arctic with a
description of travels down the Ob River to the Gulf of Ob in the Kara
Sea. The author Frants Belyavsky – a Russian doctor of Polish origin
- travelled down the Irtysh and Ob Rivers from Tobolsk to Beryozov
(nowadays Beryozovo) and Obdorsk (Salekhard) to survey the epidemic
of syphilis among the natives and Russian settlers, and try to help its
victims. The first cases of syphilis among the Samoyeds (Nenets people)
and Ostyaks (Khanty people) in Beryozov were recorded in 1816-1817
(Belyavsky, p. 133-141). Starting in 1822 an annual trip by a doctor of
the Medical Office of the Tobolsk Governorate had been organized, the
doctor would report on the spread of the disease and provide necessary
medication to the infected people. The treatment was quite effective
and if in the early years «there was not almost anyone among the
Ostyaks who would not be infected», in early 1828 out of over 21,000
people there were not more than 611 sick ones (Belyavsky, p. 139).
Belyavsky took on the annual tour as a doctor in the service
of the Tobolsk Medical Office in the early months of 1828. In his book
he describes the voyage down the Irtysh and Ob Rivers from Tobolsk
to Beryozov, giving interesting notes on the main villages along the
way - Bronnikovo, Uvat, Yurovskoye, Demyanskoye, Denshchikovskoye,
Samarovo, and others; separate chapters are dedicated to Beryozov –
an important old post on the northern Russian fur trade route – and its
historical sites; native settlements on the way to the Obdorsk fort, and
the fort itself. Most of the book is dedicated to a thorough description
of Ostyaks (Khanty) and Samoyeds (Nenets) – their origin, settlements,
dwellings; appearance, physical and mental skills; language, manners
and customs, clothes, food, occupations, way of entertainment, riches,
state taxes, chiefs, system of justice, religion and shamans, and
sicknesses (with a separate chapter on the syphilis epidemic). The
book is supplemented with lists of mammals, birds, and plants native
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Title page and frontispiece. No 11
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to northwestern Siberia «from Obdorsk to the coast of the Icy Ocean»;
a copy of a letter written by Alexander von Humboldt to the head of
Tobolsk Medical Office whom he got to know during his stay in the city
in 1829; a Russian-Ostyak dictionary; and explanation of over twenty
local terms.
The book is illustrated with four attractive hand coloured
lithographed plates showing «Ostyak prince Taishin» with a small view
of the Obdorsk fort underneath (frontispiece); «Ostyaks during hunting»,
«Samoyeds. Shaman. Chief Paygol» (both signed and dated 1832); and
a view of a Nenets settlement showing a yurt, an idol in a tree, hunters,
reindeers, a dog sled, a person playing a musical instrument, and others.
Two lithographs are signed «Zheren. 1832» – by a member of the
Zheren family - Russian painters and graphic artists, most likely by Ivan
Ivanovich Zheren (18th century – after 1850), a watercolour artist and
lithographer. There is also an engraved view of different forms of snow
crystals from the shores of the «Icy Sea».
Overall a very interesting rare and beautiful book on the
Russian Arctic.
Belyavsky graduated from St. Petersburg Medical-Surgical
Academy in 1824 and was sent to the Tobolsk Medical Office
where he served for three and a half years. Later he worked in the
Catherine Hospital in Moscow, then opened his own clinic where he
used galvanoplasty as treatment, and in early 1830 travelled to the
Solovetsky monastery.
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12

[ARCTIC]

Maksimov, S.V. God na Severe [i.e. A Year in the North]. St. Petersburg: Typ.
of A. Transhel, 1871. 3rd enlarged edition. [2], v, [2], 690 pp. 22x16 cm.
Contemporary Russian boards rebacked with brown leather, spine with
gilt lettered title in Russian. Few library markings and some mild foxing,
otherwise a very good copy.
Very rare Russian imprint with only six paper copies found
in Worldcat. The first book by Sergey Maksimov (1831-1901), famous
Russian ethnographer and traveller, honorary member of the Russian
Academy of Sciences. This is the account of an ethnographic expedition
to the Russian Arctic, organized in 1855 by Russian Naval Minister Great
Duke Konstantin Nikolaevich. Maksimov travelled along the coast of
the White Sea to the Arctic Ocean, visiting Archangelsk, Mezen, Kanin
Peninsula, Onega, Kem, Kola, Solovetsky archipelago with its famous
monastery; sailed along the shores of Karelia, from the Tersky coast of
the Kola Peninsula to the Murman Coast. The second part of the book is
dedicated to his travel to the Pechora River, and describes the famous
exile site Pustozersk, Novaya Zemlya walrus and beluga hunting, life in
tundra, Kolguev Island, Kholmogory, local monasteries et al. The book
includes ethnographic sketches of colourful locals, old believers, and
memoirs about the recent events of the Crimean War when English ships
attacked Solovetsky monastery, Kola and Kem. Maksimov’s captivating
sketches about Northern Russia and the Arctic were published in
several Russian magazines (Morskoi Sbornik, Syn Otechestva, Biblioteka
dlia Chteniia) before being published as a separate sedition in 1859;
the book became highly successful and was reissued three more times
(1864, 1871, 1890).
In 1860-61 Maksimov participated in the next expedition
organized by the Naval Ministry to the just annexed Amur River
territories, and also published an account of his travel (1864). His most
famous works were related to travel to the Siberian katorga (system
of prisons). His book Exiles and Prisons was published in 1862 for state
officials only, with stamp ‘Confidentially’ and a print run of only 500
copies. Only several years later a public edition appeared, becoming
extremely popular. Maksimov’s books strikingly describing manners
and customs of Russians, including beggars, old believers, Cossacks,
inhabitants of the Caspian shore, Ural, Amur are still highly popular and
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are being reissued by modern publishers with enviable permanency.

13

[RUSSIAN ARCTIC IN 1552]

Ogorodnikov, Y.K. Pribrezhya Ledovitogo i Belogo Morei s ikh Pritokami po
Knige Bolshogo Chertezha [i.e. Coasts of the Icy and the White Seas with
Their Tributaries According to the Book to the Great Map]. St. Petersburg:
Typ. of Maikov, 1875. 265 pp. 24,5x15,5 cm. Period style half leather.
Weak old library stamps on the title page and p. 1. Mild foxing of the
text, last page with the repair of the lower outer margin. Otherwise a
very good copy.
Very rare Russian imprint with only two paper copies found
in Worldcat. This is the first edition of the first comprehensive
scientific representation of the Russian Arctic coast according to the
Kniga Bolshomu Chertezhu (i.e. The Book to the Great Map) – the first
Russian full geographical description of the country compiled in 1552
on the order of Ivan the Terrible. The book was written to supplement
and comment on the «Great Map» – a very large manuscript map of
Russia and the nearby countries created for the use of the tsar and his
councillors, which was lost in the 17th century because of the active
use. In 1852 Russian Geographical Society announced a contest for
the recreation of the ancient map of Russia according to the Book to
the Great Map. It was a statistician Yevlampy Ogorodnikov (1816-1884)
who presented the first comprehensive analysis of geography of the
Lapland shore of the Kola peninsula in the Book to the Great Map (1869),
and later of the whole Arctic coast of Russia from the Kola Peninsula
to the Yugorsky Strait – the «Iron Gateway» into the Kara Sea. His
research titled «Coasts of the Icy and the White Seas…» was published
in the Proceedings of the Russian Geographical Society, Department of
Ethnography (vol. VII), and as an offprint the same year.
The chapters describe the north-eastern parts of the European
Russia in general, then talk in great detail about various native tribes
inhabiting the region: Yam’ (jäämit), Yugra, Pechora, the Samoyeds, Perm,
Sum’, and the Karelians. Most part of the book is occupied with the
description of the Arctic Russia rom coast to coast: Lapland shores,
Karelia shore, Dvina River with tributaries (Solovetsky monastery,
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Yemtsa River, Vaga River, Pinega River, Sukhona River, Lake Kubenskoye,
Vychegda River, Mezen River, Kara River, Pustozyorsk City, Kanin
Peninsula, Kolguyev Island, Vaygach Island and others). In the end the
author briefly analyses the descriptions of the Arctic Russia in the 16th17th century western European sources. The book is supplemented with
the Index of geographical and ethnographical names.
For his research of the Book to the Great Map Ogorodnikov
received a golden medal of the Russian Geographical Society and was
elected its member.
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[CALIFORNIA]

Skalkovsky (Skalkovskii), K.A. Vokrug Svyeta: Sorok Shest Tysiach Verst
po Moryu i Sushe: Putevye Vpechatleniya K. Skalkovskogo [i.e. Around
the World: Forty-Six Thousand Versts on Land and Sea: Travel Notes of
K. Skalkovsky]. St. Petersburg: Typ. T-vo «Obshchestvennaya Polza»,
1881. [8], 185 pp. 23x16 cm. With ten woodcut plates. Contemporary
quarter leather with marbled paper boards. Owner’s ink stamps on the
title page and p. [5], Soviet bookshops’ stamps on the rear pastedown
endpaper, binding mildly rubbed on extremities, spine with cracks on
hinges neatly repaired. Otherwise a very good copy.
Very rare Russian imprint with only three paper copies found in
Worldcat. First edition.
Interesting original account of the first voyage to the Pacific
of steamer «Moskva» of the Russian Dobrovolny Flot (Volunteer Fleet)
in 1880. The goal of the voyage was to establish trade connections
between Black Sea ports and the Far East - China, Japan, and the
Primorskaya region of the Russian Empire with the centre in Vladivostok.
The author of the book was one of only two passengers of «Moskva»
Konstantin Skalkovsky (1843-1906). He was a Russian mining engineer,
writer, journalist and traveller who travelled on special assignment
of the Ministry of Finance to survey Russian trade in the Pacific. The
steamer went from Odessa to Vladivostok via Suez Canal, the Malacca
Strait, Singapore, and Xiamen; after having stayed in Vladivostok
Skalkovsky visited Nanjing, Hankou, Shanghai, Nagasaki, Kobe, Kioto,
Osaka, Yokohama, and Tokyo. From Japan he travelled across the Pacific
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Ocean to San Francisco on board the SS «City of Peking», took a train
to New York and returned to Europe on the steamer «France». The
notes were initially published in Saint Petersburg newspapers vividly
describe the voyage – Singapore trade and Chinese markets, life in
Vladivostok, Russian trade in China, Yangtze River, Russian tea factory
in China, Japanese tea houses, railways, industrial exhibition in Kyoto,
European colony in Yokohama, Japanese navy, and others. Skalkovsky
writes about the rules and way of life on board the «City of Peking»,
its passengers, the celebration of the 4th of July; special chapter is
dedicated to San Francisco, talking about the economic crisis in the
United States, local millionaires, presidential elections, women races,
the «Alaska Company» – the heir of the Russian American Company
(the headquarters in San Francisco, main articles of hunting and trade,
the conditions of life of native Alaskans), the economic crisis in British
Columbia with the decline of gold extracting, vodka smuggling by the
Americans to the natives of the Russian shores of the Pacific, et al.
Overall an interesting account of trade and commerce in China,
Japan and North Pacific.
«Dobroflot or Dobrovolny Flot (meaning «Voluntary Fleet») was
a state-controlled ship transport association established in the Russian
Empire in 1878 funded from voluntary contributions collected by
subscription (hence the name). Also known as Russian Volunteer Fleet,
Dobroflot was founded in wake of the Russo-Turkish War (1877-78), with
the intent of providing Russia with a fleet of fast armed merchantmen.
<…> Throughout its existence Dobroflot provided invaluable services
for both the government and the economic development of Russia particularly the Russian Far East, with Dobroflot established the first
regular maritime link between Vladivostok and European Russia»
(Wikipedia).
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[ H O N G KO N G & C H I N A I N 1 8 5 0 S ]

Staniukovich, K.M. Iz Krugosvetnogo Plavaniya: Ocherki Morskogo Byta
[i.e. From a Voyage Around the World: Sketches of Everyday Life at Sea]. St.
Petersburg: Typ. of V. Golovin, 1867. [2], 381, [1] pp. 14x11,5 cm. Period
style quarter leather. Title page with a minor restoration on the lower
margin, otherwise a very good copy.
First edition. Very rare Russian imprint with only one paper
copy found in Worldcat. This is the first book by a prominent Russian
writer Konstantin Staniukovich (1843-1903), well-known for his
‘maritime’ stories describing life in the Russian Imperial Navy. The book
contains nine stories based on his three-year service (1860-63) on
several Russian naval ships in South-East Asia, Russian Far East and
North Pacific (corvette «Kalevala», transport ship «Yaponets», clipper
«Gaidamak», and others). Some stories were first published in the
Morskoy Sbornik and other St. Petersburg magazines in 1861-1864; they
describe Staniukovich’s service on board corvette «Kalevala» in October
1860-August 1861: From Brest to Madeira, Madeira and Cape Verde, Life
[on board] in the tropics (including crossing the Equator in the Atlantic
Ocean); In the Indian Ocean (from Cape of Good Hope via Sunda Strait
to Batavia); In the Chinese Ports (Hong Kong and Canton); In Cochinchina
(a month and a half stay in Saigon); Abolishment of Corporal Punishments;
Kuzka’s love (a short story); Storm (a sketch). Very interesting are the
descriptions of «Kalevala’s» stay in Hong Kong and Canton, and an
extensive essay on Cochinchina (Vietnam) which gives an eye-witness
account of the final stage of French conquest of the region in 1862.
«The son of an admiral, Staniukovich was born into a family
with a long naval tradition. He studied at the Naval Cadet Corps in
St. Petersburg from 1857 to 1860. In 1860 he completed the voyage
described in his first book of sketches, From a Voyage Around the World
(1867). Staniukovich retired from the navy in 1864 with the rank of
lieutenant and taught school in a remote village of Vladimir Province in
1865 and 1866. In 1872 he began contributing to the journal Delo (i.e.
Affairs). He was a member of the journal’s editorial board from 1881 to
1884 and then its publisher. In 1884, Staniukovich was arrested for his
association with revolutionary Narodnik (i.e. Populist) émigrés; after a
year of imprisonment he was exiled to Tomsk for three years. <...>
Staniukovich’s novellas and short stories about seafaring life,
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written between 1886 and 1903, have remained very popular. They
display the best features of Staniukovich’s talent: realism, a democratic
spirit, and advocacy of civic and personal courage and of inner
steadfastness. Staniukovich’s sea stories were awarded the Pushkin
Prize (1901). They have been translated into many foreign languages…»
(The Great Soviet Encyclopedia, 3rd Edition. English translation).
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[ H AWA I I I N 1 8 5 0 S ]

Vysheslavtsev, A.V. Ocherki Perom i Karandashom iz Krugosvetnogo
Plavaniya v 1857, 1858, 1859 i 1860 godakh [i.e. Sketches in Pen and Pencil
from the Circumnavigation in 1857, 1858, 1859 and 1860]. St. PetersburgMoscow: M.O. Wolf, 1867. 2nd corrected ed. [6], 592 pp. 24,5x18 cm.
With a lithographed title page and twenty-three tinted lithographed
plates (complete). Period style gilt tooled half leather. Half title with a
minor repair of blank lower corner, a few minor stains of blank foreedge,
otherwise a very good copy.
Rare Russian imprint with only seven paper copies found in
Worldcat.
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Early interesting Russian travel account of a voyage to the
Cape of Good Hope, Singapore, Hong Kong, Japan, Hawaii, Tahiti, Moorea
and other places written by a doctor of naval clipper ‘Plastun’, which
went on a circumnavigation in 1857-1860. Plastun was a part of a
group of Russian propeller driven naval ships which were sent to visit
the newly acquired Russian territories in the Far East (annexed with
the signing of the Russian-Chinese Treaty of Aigun in 1858) and to
establish Russian presence in Chinese and Japanese ports. On board the
‘Plastun’ Vysheslavtsev called at Atlantic Islands (Cape Verde, Ascension
Island and others), rounded Cape of Good Hope, visited Singapore, Hong
Kong, several bays of the new Russian Amur region, Vladivostok and
Nikolayevsk; spent almost a year in Japan, and returned to Kronstadt via
Hawaii, Tahiti, Strait of Magellan, Buenos Ayres and Rio de Janeiro.
Separate chapters of the future book – essays about Cape of
Good Hope, Atlantic Ocean, Hong Kong, Edo and others - were printed in
the Russky Vestnik magazine in 1858-1860, under the general title Letters
from clipper Plastun. In 1862 the complete travel account was published
by the Russian Naval Ministry which was in charge of publication of a
number of important Russian expedition accounts in the 1800-1840s
(voyages by Sarychev, Krusenstern and Lisyansky, Golovnin, Kotsebue,
Luetke, Bellingshausen, Wrangel, and others). Vysheslavtsev’s book was
meant to continue the tradition of publication of Russian expedition
accounts, especially because he not only wrote the text of the travel
account, but also created a series of vivid sketches depicting landscapes
and native people of the exotic destinations. The original sketches were
redrawn to be printed as lithographs in the renowned Saint Petersburg
lithograph printing house of Paul Petit; the artists in charge were the
students of the Imperial Academy of Arts, including young Ivan Shishkin
and Vasily Vereshchagin – future famous Russian artists.
Our second edition of the book was issued five years later
by a major commercial St. Petersburg publisher Mauritius Wolf, this
publication included twenty-three lithographed plates (the same
amount as in the Russian State Library copy) and is complete, although
the title page calls for twenty-seven, like in the first edition. The
completeness is confirmed by Forbes 2773. Among the illustrations
are views of the Ascension Island, Whampoa, Hakodate, several bays in
the Russian Far East, Magellan Strait, embankment in Rio de Janeiro;
portraits of the natives from the Cape of Good Hope, Singapore, Gilyaks
from the Amur Region, Japanese in Edo and Hakodate, and others.
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The ‘Pacific’ plates include views of Oahu Island, Pali (Oahu), two
group portraits of Tahitian girls and the «kanakas» (meant as native
people of the Pacific islands), Fautaua waterfall (Tahiti), portrait of a
New Caledonian on Tahiti, and three different views of the Papetoai
Bay (Moorea). Chapter 7 of the account titled «The Pacific» contains
a captivating description of the visit to Honolulu: city description,
Diamond Hill, local society, funerals of a king’s nephew, local police,
public prosecution, Waikiki village, Nuuanu Pali lookout, hula hula
dance, personality of Kamehameha IV who received the officers of
the Russian squadron in his palace; ‘Tahitian’ part talks about Papeete
and environs, history of discovery and colonisation of the island, king
Pomare I, bread fruit trees, Papeuriri, local school, Fautaua waterfall,
Moorea, introduction to the queen Pomare IV, and others.
«Vysheslavitsev was both observant and adept at recording his
impressions.., a second edition was published in 1867; see No. 2773.
Both editions are rare» (Forbes 2514).
Overall a very interesting early Russian account of South-East
Asia and the Pacific Islands including Hawaii.
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[ F I R S T R U S S I A N P O R T R A I T O F C A P TA I N C O O K ]

[Zimmermann, Heinrich]. Puteshestvie okolo Sveta Kapitana Kuka i
Zhizn’ Yego. Novoe Izdanie s Pribavleniem Podrobnogo Opisaniia Ostrova
Otaiti, Obozrenia Vsekh Voobshche Amerikanskikh Oblastei, i Samykh
Novykh Izvestii ob Ostrovakh mezhdu Kamchatkoiu i Materikom Ameriki,
i o Nravakh, Obriadakh, Zhilishchakh i Promyslakh Obitaiushchikh Tam
Narodov. [i.e. Travel around the World of Captain Cook and His Life. New
Edition with the Supplement of a Detailed Description of the Island Otaiti,
Overview of All American Lands and with the Latest News about the
Islands between Kamchatka and Mainland America, and about Manners,
Customs, Habitations and Occupations of the People Inhabiting there]. St.
Petersburg: P.[eter] B.[ogdanovich], 1793. 4th Russian edition. 189; 191412, [3] pp. 20,5x13 cm. With a copper engraved portrait frontispiece
of Captain Cook. Contemporary Russian full leather neatly rebacked,
spine with gilt lettered title label, new endpapers. First and last leaves
slightly finger soiled, frontispiece with a restored tear, binding recased
and with some wear. Otherwise a very good copy.
First and only edition of any edition of Zimmermann issued
with a portrait of Captain Cook, also being the first Russian printed
portrait of Captain Cook. Very rare Russian imprint with no copy of the
fourth Russian edition found in Worldcat.
This fourth Russian edition of Zimmerman’s Reise um die Welt
mit Capitain Cook (Mannheim, 1781), was published a year after the third
Russian edition, obviously to meet the high demand from the Russian
readers. The text of this edition is the same as the 1792 third edition
but this fourth edition (which Strathern calls a second issue of this
3rd edition) seems to be the only edition issued with the portrait of
Captain Cook. The copper engraved portrait of Cook is based on the
famous engraved portrait by John K. Sherwin after Nathaniel Dance
but is inverted (in mirror reflection) – this is the first portrait of Cook
published in a Russian book. The Russian National Library edition
has the frontispiece portrait which the Forbes copy does not, which
suggests that it might not have been included in all copies.
The book was published by noted Russian journalist,
bibliographer, translator and publisher Peter Bogdanovich (d. 1803)
and is composed of the following parts: «Puteshestvie vokrug sveta
Kapitana Kuka» (i.e. [The last] Voyage of Captain Cook round the world,
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p. 1-132; it is a repeat of the first edition with a few editorial corrections);
«Kratkoe Opisanie Zhizni Kapitana Kuka» (i.e. Brief Description of Life
of Captain Cook, p. 133-189, adapted from ‘Göttingisches Magazin’,
1780 (according to Forbes)); «Opisanie ostrova Otaiti» (i.e. An Account
of the Island of Otahiti, p. 193-300, «probably derived from Forster’s
article» in the Göttingisches Magazin, 1780 (according to Forbes)); «O
Amerike voobshche» (i.e. Of America in General, p. 309-412, an abridged
original article by Bogdanovich, first published in the ‘Akademicheskiia
izvestiia’ magazine for 1781). The last part of the article about the New
World are dedicated to the North-West Coast of America, Alaska and
the Aleutian Islands. The author states that his description is based
on the latest intelligence from the Kamchatka promyshlenniki (sea fur
hunters) and notes on manners and customs, occupations, costumes et
al. Of the Aleuts, inhabitants of Kodiak and Afognak islands, and the
Yakutat Bay.
«An edition with a supplement; detailed description [of]
Otahiti, and also of the American territories and the newest information
regarding the islands between Kamchatka and the American continent,
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and about morals and customs, habitations and the industry of the
people who are living there..., The first part contains the Zimmermann
narrative and the Lichtenberg Text, compiled by Petr Bogdanovic, who
has also revised the Zimmermann text. There are added texts on Tahiti
(pp.193-306) and America (pp.307-412) not found in the earlier edition»
(Forbes 231).
«Zimmermann, a native of Speyer, was coxswain in the Discovery.
From the start of the voyage he determined to keep a shorthand journal
of the voyage and to retain it, despite the instructions… demanding the
surrender of all logs and journals… His account is by no means free
from errors, but it has an ingenuousness and charm which differentiate
it from the other accounts. His appreciation of Cook’s character
deserves to rank with that of Samwell» (Holmes). «Some copies dated
1793» (Strathern 631, viii); Svodny Katalog XVIII 8105; Holmes 40 (first
German edition); Lada-Mocarski 33 (first German edition).
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[ P R E V E N T I N G A WA R W I T H J A PA N ]

Rikord, P.I. & [Golovnin, V.M.] Zapiski Flota Kapitana Rikorda o Plavanii Ego
k Yaponskim Beregam v 1812 i 1813 Godakh i o Snosheniyakh s Yapontsami
[i.e. Notes of Fleet Captain Rikord About his Voyage to Japan’s Shores in
1812 and 1813, and His Relations with the Japanese]. St. Petersburg:
Naval Typ., 1816. [viii], 137, [iii] pp. 25,5x18 cm. With an aquatint portrait
frontispiece of Takadaya-Kahei and four folding copper engraved maps
and plans after P. Rikord. Period style mottled full leather with gilt
tooled ornaments on the boards; all edges coloured. Pre-revolutionary
owner’s ink stamp on the title page. Paper slightly age toned, some
leaves with minor staining. Otherwise a very good copy.
First edition. Rare Russian imprint as only nine copes were found
in Worldcat. Primary source of the early history of Russian-Japanese
relations closely connected with the first Russian circumnavigation
(1803-1806) under command of Adam von Krusenstern and the
Russian-American Company under Nikolay Rezanov (1764-1807). «In
1807 Golovnin was commissioned by the Russian government to survey
the coasts of Kamchatka, the Russian American colonies and the Kuril
Islands» (Howgego 1800-1850, G15).
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The book describes the rescue operation organised by Captain
Peter Rikord (1776-1855) on the Imperial Russian sloop «Diana» as a
result of the famous diplomatic Golovnin incident (1811-1813), which
brought Russia and Japan to the brink of war.
Count Nikolai Rezanov took part in Krusenstern’s
circumnavigation with the goal to deliver the first Russian embassy
to Japan and to establish diplomatic relations between the countries.
The embassy was unsuccessful, and in 1805 the Emperor of Japan
prohibited Russian ships and subjects from approaching Japanese
shores. Following the instructions of an irritated and insulted Rezanov,
in 1806-1807 two ships of the Russian-American Company - ‘Yunona’
and ‘Avos’ under the command of young navy officers Nikolas Khvostov
and Gavriil Davydov sailed to the Japanese possessions on the Southern
Sakhalin, the Kuril Islands and Hokkaido, Wrobbed and burned the shore
settlements, and captured several Japanese people. Although both
Khvostov and Davydov were arrested as soon as they arrived in Okhotsk
and were sent to Saint Petersburg to be trialed, the attitude of the
Japanese to Russians deteriorated; Russia was considering preparing
for a war with Japan. In 1808-1811 the Russian sloop ‘Diana’ under the
command of Vasily Golovnin and Peter Ricord (second-in-command)
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was sent on a second official Russian circumnavigation to explore and
describe the Russian Far East, Kamchatka and Alaska. Upon his return
from Russian America in 1811 Golovnin sailed to chart the Kuril Islands.
During a short stop at Kunashir Island, Golovnin, his two officers and
four sailors were taken prisoners by the Japanese, transported to the
Hokkaido Island and were kept in prison near the town of Matsumae
for over two years.
The peaceful solution of the conflict became possible only as a
result of the friendly relationship between Peter Rikord, who organized
and led three expeditions to rescue his commander Golovnin, and a
prominent Japanese businessman and public figure Takadaya Kahei
(1769-1827), who was captured by Rikord with his ship Kanze-maru, and
stayed in Russia for several months. Takadaya Kahei learned Russian,
and upon returning home he convinced the Japanese government that
the Russians could be trusted. The Russian sailors were then released
from Japanese captivity (no one in history had ever returned from the
Japanese captivity before).
This work describes the story of Golovnin’s capture and rescue
in a very captivating manner. The plates and maps depict the views
of the harbours and ports of Edermo (modern Erimo) and Hakodate,
plans of the special facilities built for the negotiations, and a portrait of
Takadaya Kahei. Rikord’s book is considered by Russian bibliographers
as a supplement to the book by Golovnin, titled Captivity in Japan During
the Years 1811, 1812, 1813 which was published earlier the same year
(SPb., 1816).
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[ K A M C H AT K A ]

Tyushov, V.N. Po Zapadnomu Beregu Kamchatki: S Kartoy [i.e. On the West
Coast of Kamchatka: With a Map]. [An offprint from: Proceedings of the
Imperial Russian Geographical Society on the General Geography. Vol. 27,
no. 2]. St. Petersburg: Typ. of M. Stasyulevich, 1906. [2], xii, 521 pp. 25x17,5
cm. With a large folding lithographed map and over thirty illustrations
in text. Title page in Russian and French. Original publisher’s wrappers,
rebacked with similar paper. Faded previous owner’s ink inscription on
the title page, wrappers with minor tears on extremities, otherwise a
very good partly uncut copy.
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First and only edition. Very rare Russian imprint with only six
paper copies found in Worldcat. Interesting early description of the
west coast of Kamchatka by Vladimir Tyushov (1866-1936), the senior
doctor of the Petropavlovsk district and a resident of Kamchatka for
eighteen years (1894-1912).
The book is based on his regular official travels, mostly
in 1896-1898, and describes the route from Petropavlovsk to Tigil
village (north-west coast of Kamchatka, on the Tigil River) via Apacha
Bolsheretsk, Vorovskoye villages, Oblukovina and Ichinskaya Rivers,
Sopochnoye, Moroshechnoye, Belogolovoye, Khairuzovo, Kavran, and
Utkholok villages. This is one of the first special works about the
west coast of Kamchatka, with important original information about
the native population of Kamchatka – «the first after the classic work
by Krashninnikov attempt to portray a Kamchadal as a human being»
(Preface), characteristics of the tundra of western Kamchatka, volcanoes
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and mountain ranges, hot springs, hunting and fishing, salmon and
other local fish, bears, cases of syphilis in Kamchatka, harmful influence
of Russian settlers on the native population, Kamchadal language
(with a short dictionary), native astronomy, and others. The preface was
written by a prominent Russian and Polish geographer and traveller
Karol Bohdanowicz (1867-1947) who had surveyed gold deposits of the
coast of the Sea of Okhotsk and western Kamchatka in 1895-1898. The
book is supplemented with an index of geographical names and a large
folding map of Kamchatka which was prepared by Bogdanovich and a
member of his expedition, navigator Nikolay Lelyakin in 1901. Tyushov
took part in the first census in Kamchatka in 1897, and opened the first
hospital in Petropavlovsk in 1909.
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[ E A S T C O S T O F N O RT H A M E R I C A & C U B A ]

Lakier, A.B. Puteshestvie po Severo-Amerikanskim Shtatam, Kanade i
Ostrovu Kube [i.e. Travel across the North-American States, Canada and the
Cuba Island]. St. Petersburg: Typ. of K. Wolf, 1859. 2 vols. bound together.
[4], iv, 374; [4], [iv], 399, vii. 21x14,5 cm. With a large folding lithographed
map. Contemporary quarter leather, spine with gilt lettered title. Binding
mildly rubbed on extremities, otherwise a very good copy.
First and only edition. Very rare Russian imprint with only
six paper copies found in Worldcat. One of the first Russian books on
North America, it describes the travels of a Russian lawyer, statesman
and historian Alexander Lakier (1824-1870) to the major cities on the
East Coast of the United States, Eastern Canada, and Cuba in autumnwinter 1857. Lakier visited and gave detailed description of Boston,
New York, Hudson River, US Military Academy in West Point, Montreal,
Quebec City, Bytown or Ottawa, Toronto, Niagara Falls, Philadelphia,
Baltimore, Washington DC, Chicago, and many others, went down the
Ohio and Mississippi River to New Orleans, and thence by steamer to
Cuba. The main question he wanted to answer in his book is: «How
did this younger brother in the family of mankind manage to leave his
elder brothers so far behind in trade, navigation, and production activity
in general? Why already now the North-American States are in many
aspects the example for Europe, when it has been only half a century
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after the beginning of its existence? Where is the core of the democratic
equality which is absolutely incomprehensible for a European? What
benefit, what edification can we extract from this great experience,
presented by this country, the relations with which although hasn’t
started due to distance, but in time, as can be predicted, will take
humongous scale across the Pacific Ocean?» (vol. 1, p. 2). Lakier leaves
interesting notes on peculiarities of Christian churches in America,
municipal administration, political and election systems, prisons,
native people of Canada and the United States, slavery, passion of the
Americans for money and wealth, and many others. His conclusion
about the Americans is that «The people [of America] - young, active,
practical, successful in their undertakings… will influence Europe, but
use for that not weapon, not sword and fire, not death and ruins, but
will spread their influence by the power of inventions, trade, industries;
and this influence is stronger than that of every conquest» (vol. 2, p.
399). The book is supplemented with a large well executed map of the
eastern coast of Canada and the United States illustrating the author’s
travels and displaying the railway network in the region.
Lakier served as an associate in the Russian Ministry of Justice
(since 1845) and later in the Ministry of Internal Affairs (since 1858).
He is considered the first historian of the Russian heraldry and seals;
his major work Russian Heraldry (SPb., 1855) received the Demidov
award of the Russian Academy of Sciences. The trip to North America,
was part of a larger voyage in 1856-1858, which also included Europe,
Northern Africa and Palestine. Several short essays describing Lakier’s
impressions of European and American cities were published in Saint
Petersburg newspapers and magazines (Sovremennik, SPb. Vedomosti,
Otechestvennye Zapiski, and others), but it was only the account of the
travels across North America that was published separately.
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[RUSSIAN SHIPWRECKS FROM 1713 TO 1854]

[Sokolov, A.P.] Letopis Krusheniy i Pozharov Sudov Russkogo Flota on
Nachala yego po 1854 god [i.e. A Chronicle of Wrecks and Fires on the
Vessels of the Russian Fleet from its Inception to 1854]. St. Petersburg:
Imperial Academy of Sciences, 1855. Xxi, [2], 365 pp. 23,5x16 cm. With
an additional woodcut title page (decorated with a vignette), a woodcut
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vignette on p. 365, and nine folding engraved maps at rear. Contemporary
half leather, rebacked in style. Previous owner’s ink inscriptions on the
first pastedown endpaper, title page and p. 15; Soviet bookshop’s ink
stamp on the first pastedown, one map with a restored tear, two other
maps repaired at folds, one with minor loss. Otherwise a very good copy.
First and only edition. Very rare Russian imprint with only one
paper copy found in Worldcat.
First comprehensive chronicle of shipwrecks of Russian naval
ships from the founding of the Russian navy in 1713 up to 1854. The
book was written by Alexander Sokolov (1816-1858), a noted historian
of the Russian fleet, and is based on the original protocols of the
court hearings deposited in the Chief Naval Archive in St. Petersburg,
archives of Reval, Kronstadt, Sevastopol, and Nikolayev, information
from the archives of Okhotsk and Kamchatka collected by Dr. Polonsky
(as stated in the Preface), special interviews with the witnesses and
their private notes, and several published sources (articles from the
Notes of the Admiralty Department, and Maritime Notes magazines, and
others). Sokolov mentioned in the preface that he had not described
the shipwrecks of private vessels, including those belonging to the
Russian-American Company, and all rower vessels. The Chronicle lists
289 calamities when Russian naval ships burned, sank, exploded, were
crushed with ice, lost without sight, broken, or endured the calamity and
survived. According to the author’s statistics, the shipwrecks took place
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in the Gulf of Finland (96), Gulf of Riga (6), Baltic (17), White (4), Black
(81), Caspian (14), Mediterranean (8), and North Seas (4), Sea of Azov
(9), Sea of Okhotsk (31), Bering Sea (7), Pacific (1), Arctic (2), and Atlantic
Oceans (1), and Lake Baikal (1). Among interesting cases are shipwrecks
of a ship under command of Khariton Laptev near the Taymyr Peninsula
during the Great Northern Expedition (1740), Vitus Bering’s ship ‘St.
Peter’ next to the island later named after him (Bering Island, 1741),
galiot ‘St. Pavel’ near the Kuril Islands (1766), ship ‘Dobroye Namereniye’
of Billings-Chirikov expedition in the Sea of Okhotsk (1788), transport
ship ‘Irkutsk’ in Lake Baikal (1838), boat ‘Angara’ in the Bering Sea (1850),
and others.
The supplements contain texts of all Russian laws used for
sentencing by naval courts, list of all shipwrecks (grouped according to
the sea or ocean they happened in), list of vessels (grouped according
to their type), list of all Captains and Commanders of the vessels (with
the name of their ship and the date of the shipwreck); list of perished
officers and crew (in chronological order). The book is dedicated to the
memory of Sokolov’s friend Lieutenant Fyodor Andreev who died during
the shipwreck of the ‘Ingermanland’ in the North Sea in 1842 near the
Norwegian shore.
The additional woodcut title page is decorated with a vignette
showing an anchor resting on a cross; another woodcut vignette
depicting a lighthouse is placed on the last page; both were executed
by a woodcut engraver and typographer Yegor Gogenfelden (18281908) after original drawings by A.P. Bogolyubov (1824-1896), a
prominent Russian painter in the marine genre, and the official artist
of the Chief Naval Staff since 1853. The maps show the Baltic Sea and
the Gulf of Boothia, Gulf of Finland, the Black Sea, the Sea of Azov, White
Sea, Caspian Sea, North Sea and the Skagerrak Strait, Sea of Okhotsk
and Bering Sea, the Kattegat Sea area; the numbers indicate the sea
depths. Ink inscriptions on the first pastedown endpaper, title page and
in text belong to Soviet Captain Konstantin Kozlovsky (1904-1980) who
served in the Far East and Russian Arctic in the 1920-1930s, was a crew
member of the icebreaker ‘Fyodor Litke’ which tried to reach ‘Cheliuskin’
when it was blocked by the packed ice in the Chukotka Sea in autumn
1933; later Kozlovsky was stationed in Leningrad and made a number
of voyages to Cuba and other foreign ports.
Alexander Sokolov was a noted historian of the Russian fleet,
known for his works Lomonosov’s project and Chichagov’s Expedition
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(1854), Bering and Chirikov (1849), first comprehensive attempt of
Russian bibliography on naval and maritime topics Russian Maritime
Library (first published in parts in the ‘Zapiski of the Hydrographical
Department’, 1847-1852; first separate edition in 1883), and others.
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[ N O R T H PA C I F I C ]

Resin, A.A. Ocherk Inorodtsev Russkogo Poberezhiya Tikhogo Okeana [i.e.
Sketch of the Natives of the Russian Coast of the Pacific]. St. Petersburg:
Typ. of A.S. Suvorin, 1888. [2], 78 pp. 22x15,5cm. Contemporary marbled
papered boards and cloth spine. Upper corner of the last free endpaper
cut off and repaired with paper, otherwise a very good copy.
First and only edition. Very rare Russian imprint as no copies
were found in Worldcat. Interesting eye-witness account of a Russian
merchant voyage to the North Pacific and the Arctic Ocean around the
Chukotka Peninsula, published as an offprint from the ‘Proceedings
of the Russian Geographical Society’ (vol. XXIV). Resin, an associate of
the Governor General of the new Priamyrskoe [Near the Amur River]
Governorate (formed in 1884) was assigned to observe and describe its
northern regions. In May-September 1885 he joined whaling schooner
‘Sibir’ from Vladivostok which travelled along the Kamchatka coast,
reaching as far north as Serdtse-Kamen Cape (a headland on the
northeastern coast of Chukotka, about 140 km west of Cape Dezhnev in
the Chukchi Sea). The captain planned to reach the Wrangel Island, but
was forced to turn back by the pack ice. During the return voyage the
schooner called at the Ratmanov Island (the Diomedes, Bering Strait)
and traded there with the Chukchi. On the way to the Providence Bay
the ship visited the Tkachen Bay (Chukotka) where the crew picked
up a skull of a deceased Chukchi man which was later sent to the
Academy of Sciences. The book describes the voyage from Vladivostok
to the Karaga River (Northern Kamchatka) and further north around the
Chukotka Peninsula; geography, climate, flora & fauna of Kamchatka,
native population of the Petropavlovsk district, and the Gizhiginsky
district (‘chukmari’ or Kereks, sedentary Koriaks, Reindeer Koriaks and
Chukchi, sedentary Chukchi). A special part is dedicated to the activities
of the Americans near Russian Pacific shores (about 30-35 whaling
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and trading ships call every year, they hunt whales and walruses, bring
rum, Winchester guns, tobacco, gun powder, knives, axes, animal traps,
pottery, fabrics etc.), the author concludes that their influence on the
natives is negative and proposes to establish a permanent coast guard
at the Kamchatka and Chukotka shores.
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[ M A K A ROV ’ S M AG N U M O P U S ]

[Makarov, S.O.] ‘Vityaz’ i Tikhiy Okean. Gidrologicheskye Nablyudeniya,
Proizvedennye Ofitserami Korveta ‘Vityaz’ vo Vremya Krugosvetnogo
Plavaniya 1886-1889 godov, i Svod Nablyudeniy nad Temperaturoi i
Udelnym Vesom Vody Severnogo Tikhogo Okeana [i.e. ‘Vityaz’ and the
Pacific Ocean. Hydrological Observations, carried out by the officers of the
corvette Vityaz during the round-the-world expedition of 1886-1889, and a
Collection of Observations of water temperatures and water specific weight
in the Northern Pacific. By the former Captain Rear Admiral S. O. Makarov].
St. Petersburg: Imperial Academy of Sciences, 1894. Xliii, 337; [1], 511 pp.
29,5x21,5 cm. In 2 vols. bound together. Title page and text in Russian
and French. With a folding table, thirty-two folding lithographed maps
and plates at rear, and numerous tables of hydrological data in text.
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Period style half morocco. First page of the original publisher’s wrapper
(vol. 1) bound in. Blank edges of wrapper and title page of vol. 1 repaired,
some slight repair of several pages, mild foxing. Otherwise a very good
copy.
First and only edition. Important voluminous account of the
first Russian oceanographic expedition to the Pacific Ocean, a threeyear long circumnavigation of corvette ‘Vityaz’ in 1886-1889, under
command of then Captain of the 1st rank, later Admiral Stepan Makarov
(1849-1904). ‘Vityaz’ was assigned to proceed to the Far East and take
part in the naval exercise of the Pacific squadron under the command
of Rear Admiral Alexey Kornilov (1830-1893). The corvette went from
Kronstadt to Portsmouth, Lisbon, Madeira, Cape Verde Islands, Rio de
Janeiro, crossed the Strait of Magellan, and stopped in Valparaiso, the
Marquesas Islands, the Sandwich Islands, and Japan. In 1887-1888
‘Vityaz’ surveyed the Sea of Okhotsk and the Sea of Japan, searching for
the suitable anchorages to the ships of the Russian Pacific Squadron;
as a result, many capes, islands, peninsulas and rocks were mapped in
the Posyet Bay, and the Sea of Japan. Later the corvette visited Bering
and Medny (Copper) Islands of the Commander Islands archipelago.
The return voyage went via Hong Kong, Saigon, Singapore, Sumatra,
Colombo, Suez Canal and the Mediterranean Sea, around Europe. The
crew performed a detailed hydrographic survey during the voyage,
conducting measurements of temperature and specific weight of sea
water every four hours, and on the borders of currents and in straits –
every 5-10 minutes; surveying sea depths, currents, times of freezing
of the ports and bays, and others. Only sea depths were measured over
260 times.
This is the only official account of the expedition, solely
dedicated to its scientific results. Makarov intended to issue a more
narrative description of the voyage, based on his diary, but only a small
brochure about Orthodox Christianity in Japan was published in 1889
(28 pp.). Makarov’s diary apparently perished with him during the
explosion of his battle ship ‘Petropavlovsk’ in 1904, in the course of the
Russo-Japanese War. The two volumes of Vityaz and the Pacific… contain
over a thousand pages of scientific data. The first volume includes
a detailed description of the methods of observations and scientific
instruments used by the crew. The second volume houses the full text
of the hydrographical log book kept during the voyage of ‘Vityaz’, a list
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of the log books (manuscript or printed) of over sixty Russian ships
surveying the Pacific Ocean in 1804-1889 (starting with the first
Russian circumnavigation of ‘Nadezhda’ and ‘Neva’ under command of
Krusenstern and Lisyansky) which were used for the compilation of the
voluminous tables of the temperatures and specific weights of water of
the North Pacific Ocean (also included in the volume); there is also a
table of opening and freezing of waters on the coast of Eastern Siberia.
The maps at rear include a world map with the track of ‘Vityaz’; plates
showing scientific instruments used for the observations; three maps of
the North Pacific Ocean with the measurements of specific weight of sea
water, and water temperatures on the surface and on the depth of 400
m.; twenty special maps and diagrams of the North Pacific registering
the specific weigh of water and temperatures of the Sea of Okhotsk
(including the Gizhigin Bay), the Sea of Japan (including the La Perouse
Strait), the Bering Sea, the Fourth Kuril Strait, the Straits of Korea and
Formosa, and the East China Sea; there are also four maps showing
the temperatures and specific weights of water in the Red Sea, Indian
Ocean, the Mediterranean Sea, the Strait of Gibraltar, and the Baltic Sea.
The book also features a map of the Vityaz Bay (north-eastern part of
the Posyet Bay in the Sea of Japan), which was first mapped by the
expedition of Vasily Babkin in 1862-63, but was surveyed in detail by
‘Vityaz’ in 1888 and was then renamed after the ship.
In 1895 Makarov was awarded with the Gold Medal of Russian
Geographical Society for this book. The name of corvette ‘Vityaz’ was
written on the pediment of the Oceanographic Museum in Monaco,
inaugurated in 1910, as one of the most important ships in the
development of oceanography (together with HMS Investigator, Fram,
Vega, Belgica, and others).
Makarov was «a brilliant and innovative naval architect, inventor,
tactician, and ship designer. During the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78,
his new designs and tactics for torpedo boats were used on the Black
Sea with notable success. He was a pioneering Russian oceanographer,
and he also designed the first mine-laying ships intended exclusively for
that purpose. His armour-piercing shells, known as Makarov tips, greatly
increased the penetrating force of shells. He also designed and built
the icebreaker Ermak to explore the Arctic. Makarov became Russia’s
youngest admiral at age 41 in 1890. He held a series of increasingly
important posts during the 1890s; in February 1904 he was appointed
commander of the Pacific Ocean squadron at the start of the Russo-
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Japanese War and acquitted himself ably until three months later, when
he was killed as his flagship, Petropavlovsk, struck a mine and sank»
(Encyclopaedia Britannica online).
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[OCEANIA]

Koropchevsky, D.A. [Two Booklets of Ethnographical Sketches on the
Native Inhabitants of Melanesia and Micronesia, published as a part of the
«Popular Scientific Library» of V.N. Marakuyev and Titled:] Melaneziytsy:
Etnograficheskye Ocherki (v Okeanii) [i.e. Melanesians: Ethnographical
Sketches in Oceania]; [and]: Mikroneziytsy: Etnograficheskye Ocherki (v
Okeanii) [i.e. Micronesians: Ethnographical Sketches in Oceania]. Moscow:
Typ. of D.A. Bonch-Bruyevich, 1889. In 2 vols. 65, [2]; 38, [2] pp. 18,5x14
cm. Original publisher’s printed wrappers. Very good. Minor tears on the
spines, p.13 of the Melanesians issue with a minor scratch.
First edition. These two in themselves complete publications
are part of a series of four ethnographical sketches on the people of
South Pacific written by a Russian writer and anthropologist Dmitry
Koropchevsky (1842-1903); apart from the «Melanesians» and
«Micronesians», the series included the issues on Polynesians and
Australians, which were also published in 1889. The issues aim to
present a complete and at the same time captivating picture of the
native people of South Pacific. Koropchevsky based his description of the
Melanesians mostly on the ethnographical works of Nicholas MiklouhoMaklay (and the latter’s exhibition in the Imperial Academy of Sciences
in Saint Petersburg, 1886); the information about the Micronesians was
taken from the works of G. Gerland and Otto von Kotzebue (about the
Marshall Islands). Dmitry Koropchevsky graduated from the faculty of
natural history of Moscow University, and was the chief editor of the
‘Znaniye’ (i.e. Knowledge) and ‘Slovo’ (i.e. Word) magazines in the 1870s;
he translated into Russian anthropological works of Edward Tylor, John
Lubbock, and others; he authored several popular ethnographical and
geographical works, including Stories about a Wild Man (Moscow, 1887),
a biography of David Livingston (1889), and others.
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[SAKHALIN]

Karta Yakutskoy, Amurskoy i Primorsky Oblastey [i.e. Map of the Yakutsk,
Amur and the Far East Provinces]. St. Petersburg: Cartographical
Establishment of A. Ilyin, ca. 1900. 53x59,5 cm. Chromolithographed
map. Very good. Minor tears on folds and one small repaired tear on the
left margin.
This map shows the Far Eastern provinces of the Russian Empire
from the Yablonevy Range and port Ayan in the north to Vladivostok
in the south, with Manchuria in the west and Sakhalin Island in the
east. The insert shows Eastern Siberia from Lake Baikal, New Siberian
Islands, Bering Strait and a part of Alaska, the Kuril Islands, Japanese
Hokkaido and Honshu Islands, Manchuria and a part of China and
Korea. The larger map outlines the borders between the provinces, the
insert follows the tracks of the Trans-Siberian railway and the Chinese
Eastern Railway, with Port Arthur as the terminus.
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[HUNTING IN SIBERIA]

Cherkasov, A.A. Zapiski Okhotnika Vostochnoi Sibiri (1856-1863),
Zaklyuchayushchie v sebe: Nekotorye Zamechaniya, Kasayushchiyesya
Sobstvenno Tekhnicheskoy Chasti Okhoty; Opisaniye Razlichnykh Zverey,
Obitayushchikh v Neob’yatnykh Lesakh i Stepyakh Vostochnoy Sibiri, a
Takzhe Sposoby Dobyvaniya Ikh Vsevozmozhnym Obrazom, s Pokazaniyem
Ustroystva Upotreblyaemykh dlya Togo Okhotnichyikh Snastey, i Nekotorye
Zamechaniya o Sibirskoy Prirode i Sibirskikh Okhotnikakh , s ikh Bytom,
Suyeveriyem i Privychkami [i.e. Notes of a Hunter from Eastern Siberia
(1856-1863), Including: Some Notes Regarding the Technical Part of
Hunting; Description of Different Animals Inhabiting the Spanless Forests
and Steppes of Eastern Siberia, and Methods of Hunting in All Possible
Ways, with the Demonstration of the Hunting Devices, and Some Notes on
Siberian Nature and Siberian Hunters, their Everyday Life, Superstitions and
Habits]. St. Petersburg: S.V. Zvonaryov, 1867. [4], iv, [4], 707 pp. 23,5x16,5
cm. With several woodcuts in text. Contemporary quarter leather.
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Very good. Rebacked in style, title page with a minor loss on the blank
outer margin repaired, mild foxing throughout.
Very rare Russian imprint with only one paper copy of this first
edition found in Worldcat.
First edition of this «encyclopaedia» on Siberian hunting
written by a Russian mining engineer, hunter, ethnographer and writer
Alexander Cherkasov (1834-1895), during his service in 1856-1863
on the gold mines in Dauria (Transbaikal region). The book contains
captivating a description of Eastern Siberian animals and ways of
trapping and hunting them: there are 21 sketches about predators
(including bear, wolf, fox, lynx, wolverine, marten, sable, stoat, badger,
and others) and 12 sketches about «edible» animals (including moose,
Manchurian wapiti, Capreolus, deer, wild boar, hair, squirrel, and others).
There are also characteristics of guns, traps and weapons; descriptions
of the use of dogs and horses for hunting, advice on camping in taiga,
and interesting ethnographical sketches on manners and customs of
hunters in Siberia.
Several chapters from the book were first published in the
Saint Petersburg ‘Sovremennik’ and ‘Delo’ magazines in 1866 and 1867.
The book became very popular in Russia and Europe: second Russian
enlarged and corrected edition was published in 1884 by A.S. Suvorin;
the book was translated into German (Berlin, 1886), and French (Paris,
1896 and 1899); in the 20th century there were five editions of the
book published in the USSR.
Alexander Cherkasov graduated from the Mining Cadet Corps
in Saint Petersburg in 1855, and was sent to the Nerchinsk Mining
District, where the first private reading of his yet unpublished Notes
of a Hunter from Eastern Siberia took place in 1864. Since 1871 he was
the director of the Suzun copper melting factory in the Altai Mountains.
In the 1880s Cherkasov lived in Barnaul where he was elected the
City Golova (head of the municipal legislative branch); in the 1890s
he moved to Yekaterinburg and was also elected its City Golova. The
Notes of a Hunter from Eastern Siberia was the only book of Cherkasov’s
stories published during his life; separate essays were also published
in the ‘Priroda i Okhota’ (i.e. Nature and Hunting) magazine in 1883-87,
noteworthy are his memories about hunting with Alfred Brem in 1876
near Barnaul.
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[GOLD RUSH IN SIBERIA]

Krivoshapkin, M.F. Yeniseyski okrug i yego zhizn [i.e. The Yeniseysky
District and Its Life/ Published by the Russian Geographical Society on the
funds of V.A. Kokorev]. St. Petersburg: Typ. of V. Bezobrazov & Co., 1865.
Two vols. bound together, vol. 2 published with a half title, not a full
title page. [2], [2], v, [4], 378; [2], 188, 68 pp. 24x16 cm. With two folding
lithographed plates and a folding lithographed map. Contemporary half
calf with faded gilt lettered title on the spine. A very good clean copy.
19th century Russian library stamp on the title page, minor foxing of
several leaves.
First and only edition. Rare work as only nine copies found in
Worldcat.
Detailed comprehensive description of the Yeniseysky district
(northern part of the Eastern Siberian Yeniseysk Governorate in the
tsarist Russia, modern Krasnoyarsk Krai) made during the Siberian
gold rush. The author, Mikhail Krivoshapkin (1829-1900), was a local
doctor, traveler and ethnographer, the founder of the Yeniseysk city
hospital. The book is based on his extensive travels across the region
and was published by the Russian Geographical Society on the special
donation made by a rich merchant Vasily Kokorev (1817-1889). In 1866
Krivoshapkin was awarded with a small gold medal of the Russian
Geographical Society for his work. Apart from an extensive description
of the geography, climate and administrative division of the district, the
book contains interesting observations and notes on the gold bearing
regions and settlements, methods of extracting gold, prospectors and
their life, Siberian system of prisons and exile settlements, natives and
their way of life, members of Russian religious sects inhabiting the
region et al. The second part of the book is entirely dedicated to the local
animals and fish, and methods of hunting and fishing. The supplements
contain information about the amount of furs and mammoth bone
brought as a tax or sold to the government by the natives in 1846-1853,
meteorological observations made in Yeniseysk in 1852-1860, and a
dictionary of local words used in the region. The book is illustrated with
a detailed map of the gold deposits in the Yeniseysk district, as well
as two plates showing various traps and hunting devices used in the
Siberian taiga.
Siberian gold rush started in 1828 when gold was found on the

BOOKVICA

58

Berikul River (Kuznetsk Alatau Range). In the 1830s gold was also
discovered in Western Siberia, Yeniseysk Governorate, and the Trans
Baikal region. The peak of the Siberian gold rush was in the 18401850s when over 30,000 prospectors worked in the region.
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[COLONIZING SIBERIA]

Yadrintsev, N.M. Sibir’ kak Koloniya. K Yubileyu Trekhsotletiya. Sovremennoye
Polozheniye Sibiri. Ee Nuzhdy i Potrebnosti. Ee Proshloye i Budushchee [i.e.
Siberia as a Colony. To the 300-years Jubilee. Modern State of Siberia. Its
Needs and Requirements. Its Past and Future]. St. Petersburg: Typ. of M.
Stasyulevich, 1882. Xi, 471, [1] pp. 24,5x17 cm. Contemporary quarter
leather with cloth boards. Owner’s ink stamp on the title page and p. 17.
Binding rubbed on extremities, spine with a minor crack on the front
hinge. Otherwise a very good copy.
First edition of the main work by Nikolay Yadrintsev (18421894), a notable Siberian publicist, writer, explorer of Siberia and Central
Asia and one of the founders of the Siberian autonomy movement. He
grew up in Tobolsk and Tyumen, studied at Saint Petersburg University;
in 1865 was arrested on the case of the «Society of Independence
of Siberia» which aimed to separate Siberia from European Russia
and form a republic following the example of the United States of
America. Yadrintsev was imprisoned and exiled; he was pardoned in
1874. Yadrintsev was one of the initiators of foundation of the Western
Siberian Branch of the Russian Geographical Society in Omsk (1877), and
the first Siberian University in Tomsk (1880). In 1878-1880 he travelled
to the Altai Mountains and wrote a book on the basis of these travels
(Siberian Natives: their everyday life and modern state, SPb., 1891) which
was awarded with the gold medal of the Russian Geographical Society.
In 1888 Yadrintsev travelled to the upper Orkhon River (Mongolia)
where he discovered Genghis Khan’s ancient capital Karakorum and
Ordu-Baliq, the capital of the Uyghur Khaganate, and ancient Turkik
Orkhon manuscripts with the parallel text in Chinese characters what
made possible their subsequent decipherment by Vilhelm Thomsen in
1893.
Siberia as a colony is a complex description of the geography,
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economy, demography and ethnography of the region, relations between
the native population and Russian settlers. The book was issued to
commemorate 300 years after Siberia’s annexation to Russia. Separate
chapters are dedicated to the life of Siberian native people, the decrease
in their numbers, impoverishment, and diseases; history and modern
types of Russian settlers; negative influence of the exile and katorga
system on Siberian life; problems of central and local administration;
and thoughts about the future of Siberia as a Russian colony. The book
is supplemented with extensive statistical tables showing the data on
Siberian population and immigration, size of private agricultural lands,
population of prisoners and exiled people, natives, development of
agriculture, livestock, industries, and educational institutions. The book
was translated into German in 1886 (Jadrinzew, Sibirien. Geographische,
ethnographishche und historische Studien. Jena, 1886); second enlarged
Russian edition was published in 1892.
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